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SOHAN QADRI

Untitled - 2005, Ink and dye on paper
39.7 x 27.5 in (100.8 x 69.9 cm)
Signed: English/Lower left
“I am a dot/ born out of the dot/ passing by the dots/
dying into the Dot” ~ Sohan Quadri
Scholars are dots in the universe of knowledge. They
imbibe knowledge from other scholars. They embody
knowledge in their lifetimes. Their knowledge,
however, is immortalized when it is spread. GDN
enables scholars to immortalize their knowledge.
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GDN and
Modern Indian Art
GDN uses the language of social
sciences to address the
challenges faced by the global
economy. However, societies
also express their thoughts and
alert others about these issues
through ver y power ful
languages, and one of them is
the fine arts. Modern Indian Art
is capturing international
headlines and interest at the
moment. The GDN Annual
Report 2011 uses a mix of
renowned works by India's
leading modern artists to reflect
the key concepts embodied in
GDN's organizational vision.
These artworks have been
donated to the Report with the
kind courtesy of the Delhi Art
Gallery.

JYOTI BHATT

Jal-Thal-Nabh, Acrylic on canvas board
24 x 30 in (60.9 x 76.2 cm)
Signed: Gujarati, 2006
Private collection, New Delhi

The title of this work translates into Water-Earth-Sky.
The interconnectedness between these three different
elements makes the planet earth, which nurtures flora
and fauna. At GDN, we emphasize global
interconnectedness of researchers as one of the ways
in which we nurture their talents.
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L. Alan Winters
Chairman, GDN Board of Directors

The last few years have challenged many of our assumptions about economic development, for example that
personal gain is the only motivation that is necessary, that financial markets are self-correcting, or that governments are
powerless to influence economic activity. They have also increased the sense that eventually we shall all have to work together
to recover from the current crisis and, more importantly, to make the world a better place. There is a reiterated belief that we
can make a difference; that the right mix and the right focus of effort and capability can bring about changes to create a legacy
worth passing on to future generations.
This belief forms the crux of Global Development Network's (GDN) vision and mission. Contributing to the betterment
of society at large is not a new idea for GDN. It was built into the fabric of the organization from its very beginnings in 1999. The
difference now, 12 years later, is that it has been given concrete expression and commitment, as reflected in our new concerted
program of action, GDN's Global Research Capacity Building Program™.
Research plays a critical role in revealing facts about both the unknown and the presumed. When applied in
policymaking and decision-making processes, it carries the potential to generate sustainable development with long term
benefits at multiple levels. The capacity to carry out research, however, is not spread evenly across the world. Researchers in
developing and transition countries face numerous challenges in acquiring the facilities and skill sets necessary to meet
international research standards.
At the same time the barriers between researchers are being broken down. Knowledge is now a dynamic force
sweeping at lightning speed through regions, knitting seemingly disparate communities and nations together. The only way
for a researcher to survive is to be a part of this fundamental whole. Peer reviews across regions, global comparative studies,
and South-South and North-South mentoring all help GDN's researchers to stake out their place within the global research
community.
The culmination of this endeavour by GDN will be to achieve a critical mass of researchers who are globally
interconnected and produce good research to impact public policy. We need a critical mass because individuals grow through
mutual support and from membership of an active and talented peer group. Change is achieved not by individuals acting
alone but by the fervour of like-minded people who are united in their understandings and beliefs. GDN's like-minded people
are the researchers whose research capacities have been developed by GDN's interventions, and who, as a consequence, share
the ability to focus applied social science research on advancing social and economic development.
In conclusion, let me quote Leonardo da Vinci:“Knowing is not enough; we must apply!”All the research in the world
would be of no value if it were to remain bound in textbooks or out of reach of those who can use it. Thus GDN's vision of
research capacity encompasses not only knowledge and analytical skills but also mutual interaction and engagement with the
constituencies through which we hope to achieve change.
Therein lies GDN's contribution to a better tomorrow.

L. AlanWinters
Chairman, Global Development Network Board of Directors

JAI ZHAROTIA

Gymnast Series - XVII, Watercolor on paper
22.0 x 29.7 in (55.9 x 75.6 cm)
Signed: English/Lower right

This work is from the series “Gymnast” by Zharotia.
A successful display of gymnastics requires precise
collaboration between the artists – a continuum of
silent dialogue on stage – although they may be
different and unique in their own ways. In order to be
able to envision a world where every nation is
developed, GDN promotes a continuum of dialogue
between researchers and development practitioners
who may be from different regions and disciplines.
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Gerardo della Paolera
President, GDN

These are exciting times at Global Development Network (GDN). GDN has embarked on a journey to build global
research capacity guided by a unique Theory of Change. The gloomy economic scenarios in the Euro zone, United States of
America and other parts of the world have strengthened GDN's belief that only a well concerted global effort could be
instrumental in sustaining economic growth and development. GDN is well poised to play a pivotal brokering role in
facilitating the flow of knowledge amongst the actors, in the global system, who would like to play a leading role in ensuring
that growth and development continue unabated.
With that end in view, GDN is committed to creating an appropriate collaborative platform across which the flow of
knowledge would lead to cross-fertilization of ideas from researchers and practitioners of public policy from all over the world.
This collaboration is designed to straddle different strains of thought with a focus on economic progress.
At the heart of that collaborative process is dialogue, which would ensure the sustenance of GDN-led knowledge
flows. GDN envisages that dialogue to be a globe-spanning one. It would be a dialogue between researchers in the South and
those in the North, as well as a dialogue between researchers within the South. It would also be one between researchers and
policymakers. The dialogue would be an all encompassing one wherein the combined knowledge of the economist and the
political scientist, for instance, would suffuse the development discourse with a vitality of fresh ideas.
Integral to this effort, is the creation of a cadre of high performing researchers in economics and other social sciences
in the developing and transition countries, who undertake high quality and policy relevant research.The new Global Research
Capacity Building Program™ is a long term and continuing process of creation of research capacities through different phases
- Regional Research Competitions (RRCs), Global Research Competitions (GRCs) and Global Research Projects (GRPs) which
includes high quality mentoring support.
This year, GDN is executing three GRPs – Strengthening Institutions to Improve Public Expenditure Accountability,
Varieties of Governance: Effective Public Service Delivery, and Supporting Policy Research to Inform Agricultural Policy in SubSaharan Africa and South Asia. Each GRP is an amalgamation of 10 to 16 research teams from across the world working on
issues that are perceived as critical to economic development in their countries. GDN acts as a broker between these research
groups and prestigious partners such as the Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID), Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, Department for International Development (DFID), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank,
amongst others, to execute unique cross-country research projects.
The process of fostering collaborative networks of researchers, across the world, takes on various forms at GDN. GDN
has invested in relationships with Regional Network Partners (RNPs) who play a crucial role in GDN's access to local researchers
of social sciences in different parts of the world.
GDN organizes the Annual Global Development Conference each year, creating a space for interaction among various
academic researchers as well as policymakers. This year, the conference on‘Financing Development in a Post-Crisis World’was
an attempt to re-examine the current development finance system. In addition to the conference, GDN organizes Global Policy
Dialogues to encourage debates and exchange of ideas on different issues that are of concern to the developing world.
The knowledge portal services arm of GDN, GDNet, is working towards strengthening systems of online collaborative
platforms to discover and interconnect researchers of development studies globally. GDNet also acts as an online data and
knowledgebase for social scientists across the world. Another channel of research dissemination that GDN has created is the
GDNWorking Paper Series, which reports the outcome of research conducted as part of its various projects.
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The individual researchers and the academic discipline as a whole have the potential for huge gains from
collaboration and hence, GDN wishes to provide them with an enduring platform for interaction. The Global Alumni Program
will ensure that building research capacity is a process that goes way beyond the grant period. In this Annual Report, we take
pride in showcasing the experiences of some of our researchers, mentors of the researchers and Board Members.
Given the enormity and diversity in the scope of GDN's activities, it becomes imperative for the organization to lay
down a road map with a clear agenda. As a result, a brainstorming workshop with leading development economists was
organized at theYale University in December 2010 to identify the themes that are crucial for development.The topics that were
chosen as the key research pillars of GDN include urbanization and development; development finance; agriculture,
development and natural resources; inequality, poverty, social protection and social policy; labor markets, employment and
international migration; rule of law, institutions and development; and human capital formation, education and development.
It is important to note at this juncture that these are the themes, which warrant a southern perspective for a fuller
understanding of the issues at stake.
This Annual Report presents the specifics of GDN's achievements for the year 2011. While doing that, GDN is already
working towards another year of research capacity building ahead of it. The upcoming calendar of events will commence with
GDN's Global Policy Dialogue titled ‘Vignettes in Global Development’. GDN is looking forward to organizing various policy
dialogues, global research projects, competitions and workshops in the year ahead. The GDN Annual Global Development
Conference in 2012 will be held in June in partnership with the Central European University in Budapest. The chosen theme for
this conference is ‘Urbanization and Development’. Plans are also afoot to initiate a series of biennial fellow conferences in the
coming year.
In future, GDN envisions an organizational structure that ensures the most effective and efficient use of resources.
GDN's performance would be tracked though a Monitoring and Evaluation Unit that has been set up in order to assess the
outcomes of the organization's activities through periodic internal as well as independent evaluations.
In conclusion, today, markets play an important role in the economic progress of countries and the markets are interlinked in an unprecedented manner. The locus of contemporary development discourse lies at the confluence of markets, civil
society and the government. This has posed increasingly complex challenges for researchers and policymakers to grapple
with. GDN, today, finds itself in a uniquely advantageous position to help the development community with the knowledge
gleaned from the heightened frequency of interactions between theory and praxis. The corpus of knowledge, thus created, is
multi-polar and multi-dimensional.
GDN would like to deploy that knowledge for a noble cause – the creation of enabling conditions, which would lead to
a more nuanced understanding of the economics of development. Robust and regionally contextual with global import, such
an understanding would emanate from GDN's ability to collate knowledge from a plethora of diverse sources.
As a knowledge broker, GDN thus strives to put it all together as a cogent whole, shedding light on some of the most
crucial issues pertaining to the onward march of humanity.

Gerardo della Paolera
President, Global Development Network

RABINDRANATH TAGORE

Profile of a Woman - 1936, Mixed media on paper
12.2 x 4.2 in (31.1 x 10.8 cm)
Signed: Bengali/Lower centre

This work of the nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore
depicts the portrait of a woman, who is looking at a
direction that is different vis-à-vis traditional portraits.
The GDN Business Plan looks at development research
from a different angle – a novel vision of global
collaboration of research efforts.
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REPORT ON GDN’S BUSINESS PLAN 2011-2016
C O NT E XT

G

ood policy research, properly applied,
can accelerate development and
improve people's lives. This message has
been strongly promoted by GDN and others and
there has been increasing recognition that
research, especially through research capacity
and research leadership in developing and
transition countries, is a critical component for
economic and social development. The number
of players in the research capacity building field is
fairly large and at the outset GDN defined its
overarching goal broadly. As stated in its Charter,
“GDN, a worldwide association of research and
policy institutions, promotes the generation,
sharing and application to policy of multidisciplinary knowledge for the purpose of
development.”

Nevertheless, times have changed dramatically since GDN
was founded. The Global Society has evolved more rapidly
in the last decade than in the previous fifty years, and in this
context, the research landscape has also evolved
considerably, which not only brought significant new
opportunities but also new challenges to the effectiveness
of the global research effort.
Research in 2011 is increasingly global
The continued strength of the traditional centers of
research excellence together with the emergent scientific
nations and new players point towards an increasingly
multipolar scientific world, in which the distribution of
research activity is concentrated in a number of widely
dispersed hubs.
Shifting patterns of international collaboration
The research world is becoming increasingly
interconnected, with international collaboration on the
rise. Collaboration is growing for a variety of reasons but
the primary driver of most collaboration is the researchers
themselves: researchers are seeking to work with the best
people, institutions and equipment which complement
their research, wherever they may be. Motivated by the
bottom-up exchange of scientific insight, knowledge and
skills, they are changing the focus of research from the
national to the global level.

Global approaches to global, regional
and local problems
Societal challenges are interdependent and interrelated –
climate change, water, food and energy security, migration,
urbanization, population change, and governance are all
interconnected. While these global challenges have
received much attention in recent years, and are now a key
component of national and multinational research
strategies and many funding mechanisms, there is a need
to define and prioritize these global challenges for
inclusivity and capacity building across regions and
continents, to use global research output to inform local,
national and regional responses, and to develop a global
infrastructure that is resilient to new challenges.

GDN'S BUSINESS PLAN
2011-2016
BACKGROUND
Given the changes in the global research environment, in
2010-2011 GDN undertook a significant exercise to revisit
its vision and strategy.
At the request of the Chairman of the Board of Directors,
President della Paolera prepared a Blue Print which
included a preliminary evaluation of the actual state of
affairs of GDN, its present shortcomings and attributes, and
an initial proposal for its future strategic direction. The Blue
Print was followed by a strategic planning process
encompassing a comprehensive reappraisal of institutional
direction and priorities. The Strategic Plan presented at the
Madrid Board of Director's meeting in June 2010 led to
further wide-ranging and active consultation with GDN's
core governance constituents and stakeholders including a
brainstorming meeting held at Yale University with leading
development economists, a retreat with key resource
contributors held in Washington DC, and a special GDNRNP Task Force meeting that took place at the Paris School
of Economics. In addition to the combined input from these
stakeholder consultations, GDN's new Business Plan is
based on an assessment of opportunities arising from
GDN's current portfolio which was done in preparation of
the plan by working groups managed in collaboration with
the relevant senior staff of GDN. The 2011-2016 Business
Plan was unanimously approved by the Board of Directors
in June 2011 at the Dubrovnik Board meeting.
The resulting renewed vision and strategy responds to the
new opportunities and challenges for global research

GDN ANNUAL REPOR T 2011
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REPORT ON GDN’S BUSINESS PLAN 2011-2016
collaboration and the urgency to make the collective
global research effort more effective and aligned to the
needs of transition and developing countries, and in
particular to the need for more and better opportunities for
researchers from developing and transition countries to
lead and participate in the emerging global research
environment. It also recognizes the importance of
promoting the distinctive contribution that the southern
perspec tive can make to the k nowledge and
understanding of complex global issues by positioning
social science research emanating from developing and
transition countries in the global research agenda and
discourse.
VISION
GDN's vision for the next 10 years is to build:

ST R AT E GY
Goal (Impact)

Improved social and economic
development in developing
and transition countries.
Purpose (Outcome)
Public policy and social and
economic development in
developing and transition
countries is informed by
multidisciplinary social science
research from GDN fellows.
Intermediate Outcome A critical mass of
accomplished, renowned and
globally interconnected
economists and social
scientists in the developing
and transition countries.
Goal, Purpose and Intermediate Outcome.

A critical mass of accomplished and renowned
economists and social scientists in the developing
and transition countries who are globally
interconnected and produce good research to
impact public policy.
GDN is uniquely placed to make this vision a reality in
collaboration with other partners in the global research
capacity building effort, but it will involve a new way of
working for GDN. Increasingly, GDN needs to be a facilitator
that supports all partners – including governmental and
non-governmental, private and civil society stakeholders at
the local, national, regional and global levels – in
optimizing their collective research capacity building effort
by assisting individual researchers in attaining the
necessary competencies to produce research that is fit-forpurpose in the current global research environment with
the ultimate goal of improving social and economic
development in developing and transition countries.
GDN can play such a role because of its global reach and its
capacity to foster both North-South and South-South
collaboration; because, GDN's core constituency, both
through the functioning of Regional Network Partners and
direct links to individual researchers and/or think tanks, is
composed of researchers based in developing and
transition countries; because with over ten years of history
and experience, GDN is recognized as providing a niche
service to global research collaboration; and because its
International Organization status gives GDN the ability to
work on a wide range of global development challenges
with an independent perspective.

In order to achieve the new vision, GDN will use a four-fold
strategy with the following objectives:
1. Build research capacity in a globally interconnected
way to ensure that southern researchers are equipped to
become active participants and key players in the global
research environment and to empower them as a cadre of
global leaders in development research.
2. Foster development research by supporting research
on priority policy research areas set by GDN and its partners.
3. Create an innovative global network that can be used
to discover and interconnect researchers, knowledge,
expertise and resources in development.
4. Consolidate GDN as a prestigious and sustainable
institution that is fit for purpose and meets recognized
quality standards for research capacity development.
These objectives imply the following strategic functions for
GDN:
§ A capacity builder that strengthens the skills of
researchers in developing and transition countries
around a predefined set of core researcher competencies;
§ A champion of development research that encourages
new ways of producing, structuring and mobilizing
knowledge on important development topics,
including those that transcend the capacity of any one
scholar, region or discipline; and
§ An intelligent broker that interconnects researchers,
knowledge, expertise and resources in support of
research capacity in developing and transition
countries.

M F HUSAIN

Untitled - 1996, Oil on canvas, pasted on board
26.5 x 41.0 in (67.3 x 104.1 cm)
Signed: English/Top right

The horse is an iconic subject matter in M F Husain's
works. In this work, the three horses, each of a
different color and breed, move ahead towards their
destination together. GDN's vision imbibes this
togetherness as we bring researchers from different
parts of the world onto The Global Research Capacity
Building Program™ to find the best way forward for a
prosperous world.
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GDN’S THEORY OF CHANGE

M

ost of the problems that developing
and transition societies face are
complex, yet we are increasingly able
to address them through scientific pursuit. Many
if not all necessitate new ways of producing,
structuring and mobilizing knowledge through
open, collaborative, multidisciplinary, and global
research collaboration.
While international collaboration has always
been part of the scholarly endeavor, economic
globalization and communications technology
are both accelerating its scope and pace and
increasing its impact. Nevertheless, the market
and resources for intellectual collaboration
across continents is still thin and needs the
support of intermediaries with a global reach.

GDN believes that significant contributions to
development can be made by supporting the capacity
development of social scientists in developing and
transition countries, connecting them as a cadre of specialists
across the developing world, and ensuring that the cadre
reaches a self-sustainable critical mass.
GDN further believes that social scientists in the developing
world can appropriately increase their research capacity
through a structured set of unique GDN activities – The
Global Research Capacity Building Program™ – which
deliver a mix of the skills and knowledge required to
become a high-performing researcher.
Recognizing that capacity building is a long-term,
continuing process, the desired research capacities are
built in GDN Fellows to varying degrees by means of
participation in a sequence of activities throughout a
period of up to six years of direct research support and
lifelong membership in a global network of prominent
social scientists.
For this reason, GDN has reunited all grant-making
activities under the new Global Research Capacity
Building Program™ where each program component
represents a phase in the experiential and learning process
by which GDN will create a critical mass of accomplished,
renowned and globally interconnected social scientists in
the developing and transition countries.

Participants reviewing their peers’ research during the
parallel session at the GDN 12th Annual Global Development
Conference held in Bogotá, Colombia on 13-15 January, 2011.

THE GLOBAL RESEARCH
CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM™
PROGRAM PHASES
Phase 1
The Regional Research Competitions (RRCs) are the entry
point into GDN's Global Research Capacity Building
Program™ and their main purpose is to identify and
unearth talent in developing and transition countries. RRCs
provide early-career researchers from developing and
transition countries the chance to work under expert
guidance on development topics that are particularly
relevant in their regions.
Phase 2
The second phase of GDN's Global Research Capacity
Building Program™ is the annual Global Research
Competition (GRC) by which the best researchers from the
Regional Research Competitions are invited to team up
with other GDN fellows to collaborate on a common
research project. In addition to providing further support to
top RRC participants, the GRC includes an open call for
proposals and in so doing acts as an additional mechanism
to discover and attract latent research talent from transition
and developing countries. The scope of the GRC is interregional and cross-disciplinary both in terms of analytic
scope and team composition.
Phase 3
The third phase of GDN's Global Research Capacity
Building Program™ is composed of large-scale, highcaliber Global Research Projects (GRPs) where the best
researchers from the GRCs are invited to team up with more

12
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Main Characteristics and Critical Inputs of The Global Research Capacity Building Program™
The Global Research Capacity Building Program™
VEHICLE

1

2

3

RRC

GRC

GRP

Duration

1 year

2 years

2.5 – 3 years

Average Grant Size

US$ 12,000

US$ 36,000

US$ 70,000

AverageTeam Size

Two

Three

Three -Four

Target Participants

Junior researchers

Junior researchers

Junior and
mid-career researchers

Research Collaboration

National/Regional

Inter-regional

Global

Geographic Scope of Research Projects

National/Regional

Inter-regional

Global

Networking Scope

National/Regional

Inter-regional

Global

Disciplines / Approach

Mostly economics

All social sciences /
Cross-disciplinary

All social sciences /
Cross-disciplinary

Subject Area

Open

Each round based on
a specific subject
area / research question

Each project based on
a specific subject area

Fundraising

Joint with RNPs

Centralized

Centralized (with
partners if applicable)

Mentoring

Built-in feature

Built-in feature

Built-in feature

Training in Research Communications

Built-in feature

Built-in feature

Built-in feature

Outreach and Dissemination

National/Regional

Regional/Global

Global

Monitoring and Evaluation

Centralized design /
Joint implementation

Centralized

Centralized

Summary Program Features and Benefits
Program Features

Program Benefits

Builds research capacity in the developing
world by participation in a structured set of
unique GDN activities which deliver a mix of
the skills and knowledge required to become
a high-performing researcher.

Individual participants can expect to learn to:
§ Network globally and connect with geographically dispersed fellows for
scholarly purposes.
§ Excel in policy research areas set by GDN and its partners.
§ Communicate effectively, engage, influence, lead and have impact.
§ Ensure knowledge and skills grow and sustain.

Leads to a self-sustainable critical mass of
globally interconnected researchers.

§ Access to a global scientific community: GDN provides southern
researchers with access to its own network of researchers and research
institutes as well as to the global research community at large.

Promotes broadly based collaborative
research as the central mode of research
activity by encouraging new ways of
producing, structuring, and mobilizing
knowledge on important development topics
across the developing world, including those
that transcend the capacity of any one
scholar, region or discipline.

§ Both short-term financial support to successful applicants (through RRC
and GRC) as well as longer-term support for the best researchers (GRP).
§ A high-quality research mentoring experience.
§ The sharing and transfer of scientific knowledge, technical expertise and
the social, cultural and management skills needed to work as part of an
international and multidisciplinary team.
§ The stimulation of creativity through broadly based collaboration.
§ Familiarity with cross-disciplinary research.

Mobilizes development knowledge, to and
from academic and non-academic audiences,
with the potential to lead to intellectual,
cultural, social and economic benefit / impact.

§ Training in research communications.
§ Access to policy outreach venues and publication outlets.
§ Improved visibility and reputation.

GDN ANNUAL REPOR T 2011
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GDN’S THEORY OF CHANGE
Phase 1

Phase 2

Open Call

Regional
Research
Competitions

1 year

Global
Research
Competition

2 years

Phase 3

Global
Research
Projects

Global Alumni Network

A critical mass
of accomplished
and renowned
economists and
social scientists

Open Call

2.5 years

Phases of GDN’s Global Research Capacity Building Program™.

senior scholars. These projects conduct approximately
twelve to fifteen case studies simultaneously – which
translates into at least an equal number of countries with a
good regional balance – to explain different elements of
one of the priority research areas set by GDN and its
partners through a comprehensive, interdisciplinary and
comparative approach. GRPs allow peer-review and crossfertilization between more experienced scholars and junior
researchers working together on the same project to
generate high quality research and, in many cases, create
new datasets that can be used for further research.
NETWORKING &
COLLABORATION

§ The Annual Global Development Conference will
become the ‘Alter Davos’, the world's most influential
gathering of researchers, corporate leaders, and
political figures from transition and developing
countries. The conference will be an inspirational venue
for GDN fellows, and to that end, special ‘Meet a Global
Leader’sessions will be organized as core features of the
conference program.
§ GDN will launch the Biennial Global Fellows
Conference to provide current and past GDN Fellows

with an opportunity to share their GDN-funded
research and receive feedback from peers.

§ The emerging Global Policy Dialogues to be hosted in
selected capitals of the Global South will place GDN in a
better position to widen the range of opportunities for
research collaboration and dissemination within
universities, research institutes and think tanks.
ONLINE NETWORKING
AND COLLABORATION &
KNOWLEDGE SHARING SERVICES
GDNet will provide GDN Fellows with:

§ Access to online journals, GDNet's knowledgebase of
development research articles, databases and newsletters featuring the latest additions to the knowledgebase and research funding opportunities worldwide.
§ A new online collaborative platform that will enable
and support team formation and online research
collaboration throughout The Global Research
Capacity Building Program™ by allowing GDN Fellows
to effectively share knowledge, communicate and
interact with distant peers for scholarly purposes.

14
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GDN’S THEORY OF CHANGE
Outreach
GDN intends to bridge the research-policy chasm with
integrated and well-orchestrated outreach plans.
Therefore, each GDN-sponsored research project – and in
particular, the Global Research Projects – will be supported
by multi-pronged, customized outreach programs. In
doing so, GDN will leverage traditional and non-traditional
pathways for policy outreach: while policy briefs, seminars
and conferences comprise the traditional pathways, GDN
will also explore whether the process of taking research
findings to policymakers could use non-traditional
pathways such as electronic media.
Research-to-policy communications training workshop
under GDN’s Global Research Project ‘Strengthening
Institutions to Improve Public Expenditure Accountability’
held in New Delhi, India on 10-11 October, 2011.

§ Training in research-to-policy communications and
related support services at all levels of The Global
Research Capacity Building Program™ by means of
thematic workshops; regional workshops; custom
mentorship ser vices; helpdesk on research
communications; resource packs and self-instruction
toolkits.
§ A Global Alumni Platform to facilitate connections
among those researchers who have been positively
affected by a GDN-sponsored award, grant, or project,
which will in turn lead to lifelong opportunities for
research collaboration and moral support among
peers, as well as to increased visibility in academic and
policy circles.
RESEARCH DISSEMINATION
AND OUTREACH
Dissemination
GDN will support Fellows' research dissemination through
new GDN-branded communication channels:
(1) GDN Datasets (upon completion of GDN-funded
projects, all datasets will be in the public domain for
further research);
(2) GDN Edited Volumes (upon completion of GRPs);
(3) GDN Policy Briefs;
(4) The Vox GDN (Blog); and
(5) The Global Development Working Paper Series
combining the best research produced by GDN Fellows
and contributions from leading scholars which is
expected to lead to additional reputational benefits to
GDN Fellows.

To ensure the success of its new Global Research Capacity
Building Program™ GDN will:

§ Invite applications from scholars in all disciplines in the
social sciences and favor applications from multidisciplinary teams.
§ Contribute to research capacity where the difficulties of
socio-economic development are more critical and
pervasive such as the Least Developed Countries and
Low and Middle Income Countries, and prioritize
applications originating in towns and cities located in
far-flung areas.
§ Aim at an equitable access of men and women by
ensuring gender-balanced participation throughout
the program.
§ Guarantee an open competitive process whereby
applications are evaluated by a broadly based,
multidisciplinary, peer-review committee of leading
international scholars.
§ Partner with a global pool of non-resident senior
fellows and mentors for project design, coordination,
mentoring, and monitoring purposes.
§ Leverage the latest technologies to discover and
interconnect researchers and expertise in development
through GDNet's online collaborative platform.
§ Monitor progress and evaluate results on a regular and
timely basis. While monitoring will be a new core
managerial function within GDN, periodic evaluations
will be independent and external.
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R

egional Research Competitions, GDN’s first
phase of The Global Research Capacity
Building Program™, is held in partnership
with Regional Network Partners around the
world. Eight of these networks are based in
developing and transition countries and have
collaborations with the most prominent social
science research institutes of these regions. This
cooperation allows GDN to truly reach its core
constituency - local researchers in the developing
and transition world. In addition, three networks
based in Belgium, Japan and the United States of
America respectively are the result of GDN’s
efforts to link research institutes in both the
developed and developing worlds.
AFRICAN ECONOMIC RESEARCH
CONSORTIUM (AERC)
[Sub-Saharan Africa]
AERC's principal objective is to
strengthen local capacity for
conducting independent,
rigorous inquiry into problems
pertinent to the management of
economies in Sub-Saharan
Africa. In 2011, AERC gave grants to 37 researchers from the
region. Of these grants, 12 were given from GDN funds.

BUREAU FOR RESEARCH
AND ECONOMIC ANALYSIS
OF DEVELOPMENT (BREAD)
[North America]
BREAD is a network of leading
scholars engaged in research in
development economics. A non-profit organization,
BREAD is dedicated to promoting outstanding research
and scholarship in the field. BREAD's core activities include
organization of two or more research conferences a year in
collaboration with other research networks, an online
working paper series, and summer or winter schools in
development economics.
The partnership between GDN and BREAD is based on a
common interest in promoting linkages and interaction
between research and policymakers.
With BREAD's strength in development economics and
networking activities and GDN's advantage in research and
datasets from developing and transition countries, the
partnership is mutually reinforcing and provides
researchers access to resources for high-quality, policy
relevant research. Representatives from BREAD are also key
speakers and discussants at GDN's Annual Global
Development Conferences.

CENTER FOR ECONOMIC RESEARCH
AND GRADUATE EDUCATIONECONOMICS INSTITUTE (CERGE-EI)
[Central and Eastern Europe]

During the year, AERC with GDN’s support, focused on
building the research capacity of researchers in Africa.
Concerted and extremely successful attempts were made
by these researchers to use their research results to inform
policy in several African countries. For example, a study on
institutions and service delivery resulted in benchmarking
service delivery in Tanzania and Senegal which, thereafter,
led to the scaling up of service delivery survey to 10 African
countries by the World Bank jointly with the African
Development Bank (AfDB).

CERGE-EI offers fully-funded
graduate degrees in economics
to students from the transition
countries of Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) and
emerging market economies throughout the world. Its
research arm provides a nexus for scholarship in theoretical
and applied economics especially in public-policy areas
related to development and transition.

At the global level, AERC used the China-Africa research
studies to inform government and the African Union (AU)
Commission on how to strategically engage with China and
other trading partners. Nationally, AERC alumni continue to
occupy key positions in government and draw on AERC
research results to inform policy. In Kenya and Tanzania the
Central Bank Governors are associated with AERC.

In the year 2011, CERGE-EI utilized GDN grants to fund 24
projects. A research paper by Alina-Nicoleta Radu, a
grantee from the Academy of Economic Studies, Bucharest,
Romania titled “Foreign bank participation and fiscal burden
sharing in cross border banking crises: An assessment for
Eastern European countries” has been accepted for
publication in an upcoming volume of Economic Letters.
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Furthermore, a Regional Research Competition grant
recipient from the Warsaw School of Economics, Poland,
was asked to present at the School’s public seminar to
policymakers involved with labor market policy. Findings
from the GDN sponsored research project were presented
as part of the School’s attempt to expand impact of
scientific research. This study is also to be published in
"Work, Employment and Society" under the title "The role of
fixed-term contracts at labor market entry in Poland: Stepping
stones, screening devices, traps or search subsidies?".

EAST ASIAN
DEVELOPMENT NETWORK
[East Asia]
EADN is a network of research
institutions in the developing
countries of East Asia committed
to undertaking high quality,
development focused and policy-relevant research in the
social sciences, that can be used in policy analysis, debates
and inputs at the regional and national levels.
In 2011, it awarded 12 individual research grants with GDN
funds, each of which focused on a topic that reflected the
diversity in the region. These studies represented a fairly
broad spectrum of issues in the social sciences such as
poverty analysis and labor markets to more specific issues
like measures to reduce drunk-driving and protection of
the rights of young girls in rural communities. The grantees
came from 7 of the 12 member countries of EADN.
GDN's funding allowed EADN to assign a mentor to each
grantee. This has helped in improving the quality of the
research as well as building capacity of the young
researchers. The facilities provided by GDN gave these
researchers easy access to journals and other publications
which further aided them in their research.
One of EADN’s Regional Research Competition research
highlights was the study “Identifying cost-effective
interventions to reduce the burden of drunk-driving in
Vietnam” which was presented in several seminars and was
also an input into a national campaign on road safety in
Vietnam.
In addition, with GDN support, the Philippine Institute for
Development Studies (PIDS) hosted the 2011 EADN Annual
Forum in 23-24 May, 2011 in Manila.

ECONOMICS EDUCATION AND
RESEARCH CONSORTIUM (EERC)
[Commonwealth of Independent States]
EERC's research network
supports original policy-relevant
studies, organizes training
seminars and research
workshops, and links academics
and policymakers. During 2011,
within the Regional Research
Competition, EERC reviewed 176 new research projects,
invited 66 researchers to the EERC workshops and awarded
25 research grants through GDN's support.
There have been various success stories from past EERC
grantees. The preliminary results of the project “The
outcome of directed lending in a transition economy:
Mitigating recession or dampening long-run growth?” by
Dzmitry Kruk and Kiril Haiduk, are planned to be published
in the Journal of the Belarusian National Bank. The research
question addressed in the paper has become one of the
priorities in the economic policy of Belarus: a special bank
for directed lending is going to be established and will start
working on 1 January, 2012.
The results of the research project on“Cities – An analysis of
the post communist experience” jointly proposed by EERC
and CERGE-EI, and selected by GDN, was presented at
different workshops throughout the world and published
in the EERCWorking Paper series.
Besides offering grants, EERC offered junior network
members a combination of seed grants for professional
development and an individual program of research skill
enhancement. These individual programs include a
research internship at a leading“center of excellence”in the
region. Four such development grants were offered in
2011.

E C O N O M I C R E S E A R C H FO R U M ( E R F )
[Middle East and North Africa]
ERF is a regional network
dedicated to promoting
exemplary economic research to contribute to sustainable
development in the Arab countries, Iran andTurkey. ERF did
not run a Regional Research Competition in 2011. Capacity
building, on the other hand, was the cornerstone of all
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activities carried out by ERF with the support of GDN
funding during the year.

GDN-JAPAN
[Japan]

ERF's 17th Annual Conference on ‘Politics and Economic
Development’ was held in Antalya, Turkey, 20-22 March,
2011 hosting around 200 participants. With GDN support
ERF invited junior paper authors to attend the conference
and benefit from interacting with renowned economists
from the region and outside.

GDN- Japan provides researchers
in developing countries with
information, knowledge and
expertise from the Japanese research community. Hosted
by the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA)
Research Institute based in Tokyo, its hub institution, GDNJapan makes contributions by dispatching resource persons
to networks in developing countries. It aims to provide
increased access to development related information,
resources and knowledge of Japan, and provide knowledge
assistance on development from Japan.

A training workshop for young researchers on ‘Writing
Winning Research Papers and Proposals’ brought together
nine young researchers who submitted proposals for the
ERF Annual Conference under the themes of Macroeconomics and Finance. Researches benefitted from
sharing their experiences with their peers and from the
feedback of two experienced economists Imad Moosa,
Monash University and Hakan Berument, Bilkent
University.
As part of ERF's continuous drive to improve research
capacity in the region and promote excellence, two issues
of the Middle East Development Journal (MEDJ) in
December 2010 and June 2011 were published with partial
funding from GDN.

EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT
RESEARCH NETWORK (EUDN)
[Western Europe]
EUDN links members in different
development research
institutions, particularly in the
field of development economics
from Europe and the rest of the
world.
Cooperation between GDN and EUDN provides a platform
for engaging European development researchers with
their counterparts in the rest of the world. EUDN makes
available reviewers and mentors for two phases of GDN’s
Global Research Capacity Building Program™, namely,
the Global Research Projects and Regional Research
Competitions.
EUDN also provides discussants at GDN’s Annual Global
Development Conferences and selection committee
members for the Global Development Awards and Medals
Competition.

GDN-Japan provides critical liaison with the Ministry of
Finance, Government of Japan, to enable comments on the
themes of the Global Development Awards and Medals
Competition. A representative from GDN-Japan chairs the
award session for Most Innovative Development Project
(MIDP) under the umbrella of the competition.
In addition, GDN-Japan organizes joint parallel sessions at
the GDN Annual Global Development Conferences which
provide the platform with wider perspectives of Asian and
international development.

LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN
ECONOMIC ASSOCIATION (LACEA)
[Latin America and the Caribbean]
LACEA, an international
association of economists with
common research interests in
Latin America, aims to facilitate the exchange of ideas
among economists and policymakers.
In 2011, LACEA allocated the GDN grant among LACEA´s six
specialized research networks: the Network on Inequality
and Poverty (NIP); the Political Economy Group (PEG); the
Trade, Integration and Growth Network (TIGN); the Impact
Evaluation Network (IEN); the International Finance and
Economics Camps Network (IE&F); and the America Latina
Crime and Policy Network (AL CAPONE). Ninety-eight
grants were disbursed through these networks and LACEA’s
journal, the Economia.
A number of papers by LACEA researchers have influenced
economists and political scientists and in many cases, the
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study results have even permeated the public policy
debate. For instance, the findings of a paper on “The public
debate of the duality of social security in Mexico”, published in
the Journal Economia have helped to revise how the
general scheme under this program works.
With GDN´s strengthened support, LACEA was able to
foster the participation of young researchers and
participants of under-represented countries in all its
activities, as well as give them preference in the allocation
of grants. The GDN-LACEA mentoring and peer review
program allowed the publishing of articles in top journals.

OCEANIA DEVELOPMENT
NETWORK (ODN)
[Asia Pacific]
The Oceania Development
Network (ODN) serves as GDN's
Regional Network Partner for
Australia, New Zealand and the
South Pacific. The network aims
to provide a platform for
researchers in the region to
interact with each other, share knowledge and skills, and
build and update regional databases.
This year, ODN witnessed a three-fold increase in the
number of applicants and in total three researchers were
given GDN grants. These research grantees are focusing on
policy relevant research meeting the need for their
individual country.
A research highlight during the year was a presentation
made by ODN grantee, Susana Tauaa as part of the midterm review for the EU-ADB funded water sector support
program in Samoa. She made a presentation on
reassessment of the “Integrated Water Resources
Management Framework” (her 2009 ODN research) and
women's role in water resources management and ways to
strengthen their role (her 2011 ODN paper).
With GDN's support, researchers from ODN are now better
trained in developing quality research proposals and
implementing them. As part of its efforts, ODN organized a
workshop on“Bridging Research and Policy”attended by 50
social science researchers, policymakers and development
practitioners. Eight universities and institutes were added
as new affiliates to the GDN-ODN network in 2011.

SOUTH ASIA NETWORK OF
ECONOMIC RESEARCH INSTITUTES
(SANEI)
[South Asia]
GDN's Regional Network Partner
for the South Asia region seeks to
e s t a b l i s h s t ro n g re s e a rc h
interlinkages among diverse
economic research institutes in the region to help inform
policy. The network has a membership of 57 research
institutes, spread across Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
In 2011, SANEI gave grants from GDN funds to 18
researchers; 10 grants under the 12th round of the Regional
Research Competition and eight under the 13th round.
Some of the major researches conducted by the grantees
were: “Assessing the implications of international price
volatility and transmission on Indian agricultural prices in the
context of trade liberalization” by Anil Kuruvila, Latha
Bastine, C. & Jose Joseph, and “Market integration in
agricultural commodities: A study on impact of movement in
prices on household welfare” by Namrata Ghosh.
Some of the recent studies conducted under SANEI,
especially those on implications of global price volatility
and the nature of price transmissions, have prompted
policymakers to implement countervailing measures
especially to protect the poor and vulnerable groups in
society.
With GDN's support, SANEI has been able to build the
research capacity of young researchers from South Asian
countries who participated in these studies. Interactions
with research advisory panels and steering committee
members, as well as networking among researchers and
institutes, both in South Asia and across the region have
brought significant global partnership and cooperation
among the participating researchers and research
institutes of South Asia.
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NETWORK PARTNER

REGION

LOCATION

NETWORK HEAD

African Economic Research
Consortium (AERC)

Sub-Saharan Africa

Nairobi, Kenya

William Lyakurwa
exec.dir@aercafrica.org

Bureau for Research and
Economic Analysis of
Development (BREAD)

North America

Durham,
United States of America

Dilip Mookherjee
dilipm@bu.edu

Center for Economic
Research and Graduate
Education-Economics
Institute (CERGE-EI)

Central and Eastern Europe

Prague, Czech Republic

Randall Filer
randall.filer@cerge-ei.cz

East Asian Development
Network (EADN)

East Asia

Manila, Philippines

Josef T. Yap
jyap@mail.pids.gov.ph

Economics Education and
Research Consortium
(EERC)

Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS)

Kyiv, Ukraine

Tom Coupé
tcoupe@kse.org.ua

Economic Research Forum
(ERF)

Middle East and North Africa Cairo, Egypt

Ahmed Galal
agalal@erf.org.eg

European Development
Research Network (EUDN)

Western Europe

Namur, Belgium

François Bourguignon
francois.bourguignon@
parisschoolofeconomics.eu

GDN - Japan

Asia Pacific

Tokyo, Japan

Go Shimada
shimada.go@jica.go.jp

Latin American and
Caribbean Economic
Association (LACEA)

Latin America and the
Caribbean

Bogotá, Colombia

Ricardo Hausmann
ricardo_hausmann@
harvard.edu

Oceania Development
Network (ODN)

South Pacific

Suva, Fiji

Biman C. Prasad
prasad_bc@usp.ac.fj

South Asia Network of
Economic Research
Institutes (SANEI)

South Asia

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Mustafa K. Mujeri
mujeri48@gmail.com,
mujeri48@yahoo.com

S H RAZA

Germination - 1991, Acrylic on canvas
47.0 x 47.0 in (119.4 x 119.4 cm)
Signed: English/Lower right

“Germination”
Different shapes and colors blend together to
germinate or bring form and beauty out of the
abstract. Our Global Research Projects weave together
researchers from different backgrounds, blend in
different perspectives and a unique research study
germinates.
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STRENGTHENING INSTITUTIONS
TO IMPROVE PUBLIC EXPENDITURE
ACCOUNTABILITY

T

he five-year GDN Global Research Project,
Strengthening Institutions to Improve
Public Expenditure Accountability, aims to
enhance development outcomes by increasing
the effectiveness with which governments
allocate and use their resources in the three
crucial sectors of health, education and water.
Fifteen research institutions from 15 developing
and transition countries have been selected as
partners on the project.
Implemented in technical collaboration with Results for
Development Institute (R4D), Washington DC, the project is
fully-funded by the Department for International
Development (DFID), UK through its Governance and
Transparency Fund. Of the 38 grants disbursed under the
fund, GDN's is the largest.
USING CONTEMPORARY
METHODS TO BUILD CAPACITIES
Keeping in line with the key project objective of capacity
building, GDN is working closely with the 15 partners on
analytical methods employed and communications
strategies undertaken. Through a series of global and
regional workshops, as well as individual tailored
mentoring, partners are gaining knowledge of new and
innovative tools to analyse public policies. The techniques
of program budgeting and benefit incidence analysis have
enabled the partners to understand the nature of allocation
of limited public resources and government subsidies
among competing programs and their incidence across
different income groups. By undertaking costeffectiveness analysis, partners have been able to assess
the performance of key programs within the sectors
against their targeted benefits. At present, they are
undertaking policy simulation exercises to provide

Partners sharing ideas and benefitting
from peer-review in group sessions.
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decision-makers with concrete set of policy alternatives
based on sound evidence.
To further increase the capacities of the partners, a strong
panel of sectoral experts have been engaged to provide
additional technical mentoring. Moreover, partners are
receiving supplementary grants on merit basis to
undertake extensions to their analysis. Cross-fertilisation
and peer-learning are enabling them to build on lessons
from other countries through cross-country comparisons.
An outcome of the project’s capacity building initiative is
Guatemala's Transparency Program for Social Investment
developed by Fundación para el Desarrollo de Guatemala
which aims at monitoring services in the three project
sectors. The team is also in the process of creating a Social
Investment Monitoring Office to institutionalize the
evaluations of Conditional Cash Transfers, a policy priority
in the region.
As the project enters its dissemination phase, following the
recommendations of the Mid-Term Review, a research
communications training strategy has been developed in
partnership with Commsconsult, UK and GDNet. Based on
the regional context and needs of the partners, customized
training workshops are being held to build their skills in
effective communication of research results to
policymakers and key stakeholders.
BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN
RESEARCH AND POLICY
Various mediums such as policy briefs, newspaper articles,
press releases, radio and TV interviews, web-portals as well
as policy debates are being used to impact public opinion
and engage with the media, policymakers, Members of
Parliament and ministry officials. To ensure the bridge
between research and policy, some partners have
introduced training programs for the media and
government officials. For the Unnayan Shamannay team,
"training Members of Parliament and journalists in
budgetary considerations, 'unpacking' the numbers and
allocations of benefits across population segments has

Participants cheering after finding a
solution to a difficult scenario during the
Annual Global Workshop in Bangkok.

Technical advisors discussing project
progress and way forward.
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helped influence public debate in Bangladesh.” Few
partners have also entered into leveraging partnerships
with like-minded non-governmental organizations and
civil society organizations to disseminate their findings.
Building on these initiatives, GDN is providing partners
with opportunities to present their research at
international conferences and events. Recently GDN
hosted a Regional Policy Seminar where partners from Asia
shared their latest findings and policy priorities in selected
sectors with policymakers and relevant stakeholders from
their countries, including Members of Parliament and
decision-makers from line ministries of regional
governments. Such initiatives are helping the research gain
international exposure and visibility.
Strong analysis and different dissemination approaches are
enabling partners to influence policy debates, most of
whom are now considered by policymakers as dependable
experts in the field. Advanced Social Technologies team
shares, “the findings of our benefit incidence analysis in
the education sector are quoted for the state education
programs, which will soon be passed as a law by the
Parliament of our country. This is useful in establishing
our name as an institution in the public financial
management system in Armenia.”
This also holds true for the team from Center for the
Implementation of Public Policies Promoting Equity and
Growth where strategic meetings with the Governor of
Santa Fe, Argentina has helped influence an increase in
teacher wages.
In India, research undertaken by Centre for Budget and
Policy Studies in the health sector has helped the Karnataka
government introduce relevant clauses in the Rashtriya
Swastha Bima Yojana (health insurance scheme) which will
enable an increase in enrolment and usage.
Some partners have also successfully built sustainable
partnerships with government agencies. For instance,
Congresswoman Jocelyn S. Limkaichong, Senior Vice-Chair

Partners presenting their research
results at international platforms.
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of the Appropriations Committee, 15th Congress of the
Philippines, relies on Center for Research and
Communication Foundation's strong analysis of policy
issues and has therefore given them access to their
databases.
In another case, Center for the Study of the Economies of
Africa is working closely with the National Primary Health
Care Development Agency to provide support to the
implementation of Primary Health Care in line with the
Nigerian National Health Policy. The team is also in
discussion with the Agency on the possibility of scaling-up
with expenditure incidence analysis in the health sector,
and with the Nigerian Economic Summit Group with the
aim of introducing public expenditure accountability.
KNOWLEDGE SHARING AND MAKING
PROJECT INTERVENTIONS SUSTAINABLE
Training modules and tools produced in this project are
being made available in the public domain by the partners.
In Peru, for example, Research Center of the University of
the Pacific has launched a national contest that envisages
to be a good vehicle to promote knowledge sharing among
other like-minded organizations in the country. The webportal 'Eye on the Budget' (www.gastoenlamira.pe)
developed by the team is providing public expenditure
related information. In addition, the GDN project intranet
site (http://gdn-pem.projectspaces.com/) is also being
used to share resources and materials related to the
analysis.
Partners are now looking at cross-cutting issues and ways
to sustain the outcomes of the project beyond its duration.
Some partners based out of Universities are incorporating
the analytical methods learnt in the project within their
curricula. A few Masters students have also based their
thesis on public expenditure monitoring.
At present the aim is to use the internationally comparable
information on public expenditures generated by the
project to build universal benchmarks for quality of public
spending.

Isher J. Ahluwalia, Vice Chairperson,
GDN Board of Directors with Gerardo
della Paolera, GDN President and Falilou
Fall from the French Ministry of Foreign
and European Affairs, during the
Regional Policy Seminar in New Delhi.

Howard White, Executive Director, 3ie
(centre) mentoring partners during a
session at the Regional Policy Seminar in
New Delhi.
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Comprising some of the leading experts in the field of
agricultural economics from the Global North and the
South, the project got underway at an Inception Workshop
in London (July 14 and 15, 2011). The research teams are
currently busy working on the draft
papers to be presented at the Interim
Workshop to be held in Paris on February
27 and 28, 2012. With the final papers
scheduled to be completed at the end of
June, 2012, the Project Management
Team is planning the rollout of an
integrated, multimedia policy outreach
plan. Currently in its research phase, the
project has a truly cross regional footprint.
Project inception workshop, London,
Visit of Genet Zinabou, Research
In Sub-Saharan Africa, the project
July 2011.
Assistant, to the Iganja Irrigation
engages researchers in Burkina Faso,
Scheme, near Mbeya, Tanzania.
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria,
Rwanda, South Africa and Tanzania. In
DN's Global Research Project,
South Asia, the project leaders represent countries such as
Supporting Policy Research to Inform
Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Researchers drawn from these countries have the
Agricultural Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa
opportunity to share and compare research findings across
and South Asia, is an endeavor at bringing forth
universities as well as institutes they come from.

SUPPORTING POLICY RESEARCH
TO INFORM AGRICULTURAL POLICY
IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA AND
SOUTH ASIA

G

southern researchers' voices into the global as
well as local policy arena. Spread across ten
research teams (five across Sub-Saharan Africa
and five across South Asia), this project engages
30 researchers whose mandate is to identify the
policy lessons learned in these target
geographies.

The project, supported by the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, seeks to delve into the locally available
repositories of knowledge, which could aid the
policymakers in formulating region specific and
contextual policy instruments that have the potential to
enhance agricultural productivity and growth. In a large
measure, therefore, the projec t relies on the
knowledgebase, expertise and wisdom of local scholars to
make compelling policy arguments based on rigorous
cross country research, which takes into account the
heterogeneity across regions, countries and agroeconomic zones. In that sense, the project maps into GDN's
core activity of building research capacity along the SouthSouth axis.
Over and beyond that, the project seeks to demonstrate
how a globally dispersed research team can collaborate on
quintessentially regional developmental issues. The project
has five key research topics: 1) Agricultural Pricing and Public
Procurement; 2) Irrigation and Water Use Efficiency; 3)
Improving the Effectiveness, Efficiency and Sustainability of
Fertilizer Use; 4) Managing Agricultural Commercialization
for Inclusive Growth; and 5) Addressing Long-Term
Challenges to Food Security and Rural Livelihoods.

The network density of the project is further augmented by
cross sharing of knowledge as well as data between the
Country Teams, the Senior Advisors to the project and the
Research Assistants via a Knowledge Platform developed
specifically for the project.
The policy outreach program for this project is designed in
a way so that it straddles traditional outreach pathways
(such as publications, policy briefs, workshops and
seminars) as well as newer pathways such as cyber media,
electronic media, documentaries and mobile telephones.
By doing so, the project draws lessons in communication
from disciplines such as advertising and marketing, as well
as media planning and intends to apply them to the task of
research communication uptake. Following the tenets of
marketing communication, this project seeks to reach out
to the target audience in a systematic and scientific
manner. Hence, an integrated, customized policy outreach
strategy has been formulated with clear segmentation of
the target audience into primary, secondary and tertiary
groups.
The entire outreach plan has been designed to work on two
fronts: demand pull and supply push. While the targeted
cyber advertising strategy is expected to enhance the
demand pull for the research findings, direct
communication activities such as distribution of the actual
reports, the policy briefs, the documentaries and e-mailers
would form the kernel of the supply push initiative. With
this project, GDN wants to assess whether the researchpolicy gap can be bridged by the deployment of modern
technology aided outreach programs.
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VARIETIES OF GOVERNANCE:
EFFECTIVE PUBLIC SERVICE
DELIVERY

V

arieties of Governance: Effective Public
Service Delivery is a three-year GDN Global
Research Project focusing on three crucial
development sectors of basic education, water
supply and road infrastructure. The project
involves 16 multi-disciplinary research teams
spread across the developing world, analyzing the
role and effect of different forms of governance on
effective public service delivery in 29 developing
and transition countries in Africa, Asia, Central and
Eastern Europe and Latin America. The project
seeks to foster deepening of understanding,
better research and dissemination on the role of
institutions, economic and political factors and
their interplay in service delivery and outcomes in
the chosen sectors.

The project is supported and generously funded by
Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID),
UK Government Depar tment for I nternational
Development (DFID), the French Ministry of Foreign and
European Affairs, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB),
International Development Research Centre (IDRC), Open
Society Institute (OSI), Partnership for African Social and
Governance Research (PASGR) and theWorld Bank.
P R O J E CT O B J E CT IV E S A N D A CT IV IT I E S
The project objectives lay down a comprehensive
framework for GDN and its partner organizations in this
initiative, for their role in promoting better understanding
of the linkages between varieties of governance and
effective public service delivery, in terms of availability,
quality and access to services in basic education, water
supply and road infrastructure. In order to complement the
existing knowledgebase on the aforementioned topic,

Regional workshop of GDN's Global
Research Project on ‘Varieties of
Governance’ held in New Delhi.
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both globally and specific to countries under study, the
project encourages its researchers to adopt a cross-sectoral
and cross-country approach within a well-developed
political economy framework. The project supports and
facilitates the development of methodological approaches
subject to data availability and supplementary data
collection where needed, in order to enable the research
teams to come up with country-specific evidence-based
policy prescriptions.
In order to attain its objectives, a series of regional launch
workshops in Lima, Nairobi and New Delhi and a global
workshop in Paris were organized in 2011 under the aegis
of the project to bring researchers, mentors and technical
experts from different sectors on a common platform. The
workshops were designed to lend technical support to the
research teams in a manner that enhances their
understanding of core issues under study, builds familiarity
with theoretical and empirical aspects, sharpen focus on
policy relevance and foster peer learning. The Global
Research Project has successfully put together a Steering
Committee consisting of accomplished academics and
professionals from across the world to provide technical
guidance to the research teams.
OV E RV I EW O F R E S E A R C H
The GRP explores the impact of different forms of
governance (encompassing institutions, processes,
finances, incentives and agents) on effective service
delivery and tries to do so within an overall framework of
principal – agent – client relationship. Such a framework
allows us to understand better, the channels of
accountability and incentives that operate in different
governance systems and the nature of their impact on
delivery of essential public services like basic education,
water supply and roads.
Basic Education: Governments in developing countries
have been allocating incremental shares of their public
budgets on basic education, often, without commensurate
results in educational outcomes. Evidently, apart from
increased public spending, factors of governance, in

Mentors, Guillermo Perry from Harvard
University and Anuradha Joshi from
Institute of Development Studies advising
participants in New Delhi workshop.

Participant from Latin America
presenting a research proposal at the
regional workshop in Lima.
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general and in education sector in particular, play a crucial
role in obtaining better educational outcomes.

Development, Peru looks at the impact of participatory
budgeting on water provision in Peruvian districts.

The study teams accordingly have focused on the analysis
of critical governance factors that play a catalytic role in
achievement of better outcomes in terms of quality,
learning and access or pose as structural bottlenecks. The
study undertaken by the Romanian Academic Society,
Romania investigates the institutional setup of Quality
Assurance System in primary education in eight South East
European countries and their role or failings in delivering a
high quality basic education.

Roads: Road infrastructure forms the lifeline of any vibrant
economy and ensuring quality roads form the backbone of
a holistic social and economic development policy. Since
roads share the characteristics of public good within
necessary limits (too much congestion may reduce
consumption), it has been traditionally provided through
government provisioning.

Similarly, the study undertaken by the National Council for
Applied Economic Research, India seeks to unravel the role
of higher women's participation in rural local selfgovernment institutions, in influencing school choice and
thereby educational outcomes in Indian villages. Research
undertaken by the Economic Development Research
Centre, Colombia investigates the linkages between
political outcomes and allocation of local resources in
education and water services within the Colombian
decentralization process and its impact on the quality and
coverage of these services in municipal areas.
Water Supply: Providing equitable and sustainable access
to clean water supply remain a developmental challenge in
all developing countries across the world. Given that water
is not a public good (non-rival and non-excludable in
consumption), despite having significant external effects on
other sectors (health, environment, agriculture, food
security and livelihood), governments across the world have
experimented with different models of service delivery.
The studies undertaken by different research teams will
throw light on different institutional arrangements in the
sector, in countries under study, and their impact on service
delivery. For instance, the study undertaken by Advocates
Coalition for Development and Environment, Uganda
investigates the causal links between reforms undertaken
in water sector in Uganda with outcomes in service delivery.
Another interesting study by Group for the Analysis of

Prompt feedback from mentors help
researchers to overcome issues in
methodology and research design.

Emerging markets in infrastructure has seen higher private
sector participation in financing, construction and
maintenance of roads although provisioning, planning and
regulation still remain with government sector. In
developing countries, provisioning for roads have been
traditionally mired by excessive corruption and pork-barrel
politics leading to lop-sided focus on new projects, high
cost of projects and insufficient resources for maintenance
of existing ones.
Accordingly, the research team from Indonesia is
investigating the link ages bet ween increased
decentralization, rent-seeking behavior of local politicians
in awarding road contracts and quality of roads in districts
of Indonesia. The research team from Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan have undertaken a cross-country analysis of
governance institutions and processes such as
procurement, the role of informal institutions and
international multi-lateral bodies in road construction and
maintenance in the two Central Asian countries.
CONSOLIDATION OF RESEARCH
AND DISSEMINATION
Given that the project is going to put forward 29 country
case studies, a strategic aim of the project is consolidation
of learning from these studies at the regional and global
level. Supportive measures for research teams are in the
pipeline, in the form of peer review workshops at regional
and global level, and research communication inputs to
facilitate dissemination of study results among peer
groups, academia, technical experts and policymakers.

Participant presenting research outline
and initial results at the Global Peer
Review Workshop in Paris.

External advisors and peer groups
providing technical inputs to
researchers.
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT
AWARDS AND MEDALS
The Global Development Awards and Medals
Competition is an important part of GDN’s
activities as it impacts young researchers and
development practitioners from developing
countries and transition economies. The main
purpose of the competition is to channelize funds
to where other types of funding cannot reach.
The competition, held annually, has become increasingly
established, well known and crucial for GDN's recognition
among researchers and development practitioners. In this
year’s round the 499 submissions came from 97 countries in
the South. The grantees represented several disciplines
with wide-ranging backgrounds affiliated to various
academic and professional institutions around the world.
The Japanese Award for Most Innovative Development
Project (MIDP) was awarded to Camara Rwanda, Rwanda,
for their social enterprise project on establishing low cost elearning centers within Rwandan schools. The second prize
in this category was awarded to Bachpan Bachao Andolan
(BBA), India, for child-friendly villages for the elimination of
child labor in Rajasthan while the Institute of Rural Research
and Development, India, got the third prize for their project
on building a culture of good governance through people's
participation in rural communities.
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analysis in rural hometowns (Ricart)”. Alvin Ang believes
this project will bring a change in rural communities; he
says, “the money that we will get as a grant will be
produced into a tool that will help, in turn, invest in these
communities.”
Petar Stankov from the University of National and World
Economy (UNWE), Bulgaria, got the second prize for his
proposed research on “Financial crises and reversals in
financial development” and Bibek Ray Chaudhuri from the
Indian Institute of ForeignTrade (IIFT), India, for his research
on“Impact of external capital flows on MFI performance”.
The Japanese Award for Most Innovative Development
Project and Japanese Award for Outstanding Research on
Development are generously funded by the Ministry of
Finance, Government of Japan.
The Medals for Research on Development were awarded in
the three themes for excellence in completed research
focusing on development undertaken by young, emerging
southern researchers. The Medals were financed by the
International Development Research Centre (IDRC),
Canada; the Ministry of Finance, Government of
Luxembourg; and the Dutch Directorate-General for
Development Cooperation (DGIS) and UK Department for
International Development (DFID) as part of the GDNet
program. The list of winners of this round of the
competition is given on Page 42.

The research competition had three themes:
§ External capital flows and financing for development.
§ Domestic resource mobilization and financial sector
development: Another angle to look at the MDGs in a
post-crisis world?
§ Innovative sources of development finance.

Explaining how the grant from her first prize in the Medals for
Research on Development category will help her, Joy Kiiru
says, “the grant will help policymakers and microfinance
practitioners to have a fresh look and rethink the issues
around microfinance and poverty reduction.”

Jeremiah Opiniano and Alvin Ang from University of Santo
Tomas, Research Cluster on Culture, Education and Social
Issues, Philippines received the first prize in the Japanese
Award for Outstanding Research on Development. Their
research focuses on “Remittance investment climate

The finalists of the competition participated in a two-day
GDNet Research Communications training workshop. The
workshop built the capacity of researchers and
development practitioners to communicate their work
more effectively for increasing research impact.

Puja Guha, a finalist from India
presenting at the GDN 12th Annual
Global Development Conference.

Winners of the Global Development
Awards and Medals Competition.

Winners receiving first prize for the
Japanese Award for Outstanding
Research on Development.
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INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVE
E VALUATION (3ie)
AN INSTITUTIONAL PARTNER OF
GDN IN NEW DELHI

2

011 saw the International Initiative for
Impact Evaluation (3ie) relentlessly pursue
its mission of closing gaps in the
international development evidence base and
improving evidence-based policymaking.

Since its birth in 2009, 3ie has committed over US$ 30
million in grants to build the evidence base of what works in
development, why and at what cost, funding 72 impact
evaluation studies and 17 systematic reviews. “The
development community is wasting precious time and
resources on unsuccessful or inefficient development
programs simply because we don't know what works for
the poor. Evaluations supported by 3ie are fast bridging this
knowledge gap and are generating much needed evidence
on social protection, maternal health, agriculture, nutrition,
HIV/AIDS, environment, education, and water and
sanitation. We are committed to using this evidence to
influence policies that make a decisive difference to
millions of poor people,” explains Dr. Howard White, 3ie
Executive Director.

FOR

IMPACT

and helps busy decision-makers by highlighting the key
findings.” 3ie's existing impact evaluation database features
over 350 studies and continues to be a popular resource for
development practitioners.
EV I D E N C E - B A S E D P O L I CY M A K I N G
Core to 3ie's mission is funding impact evaluations
commissioned by policymakers and program managers
who implement development interventions. 3ie's Policy
Window, which began as an experiment in 2010, was
improved in 2011. Under Policy Window Round 2, 3ie
awarded the first grant to the Indian research firm, Catalyst
Management Services. The project being evaluated is the
NGO Breakthrough's campaign to eliminate child marriage
in three districts of Bihar and Jharkhand. 3ie is considering
proposals from China, Ecuador, Guatemala, Pakistan,
Philippines, Sri Lanka and Uganda under Policy Window
Round 2. Awards will be made in 2012.
In partnership with the National Institute for Public Health
(INSP), the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and
Center for Labor and Social Distributive Studies (CEDLAS),
3ie shined a spotlight on policy influence with the
conference ‘Mind the gap: From evidence to policy impact’
in Cuernavaca, Mexico.

The conference had 405 registered participants from 59
C O N ST R U CT I N G T H E EV I D E N C E B A S E
countries representing 224 different organizations. The
As part of its ongoing drive to understand what works in
vibrant dialogue on impact evaluation
particular sectors and sub-sectors,
featured discussions on the role of the
3ie launched its first thematic grant
researcher in policy influence and
window in September 2011. Funded
policymakers’ perspectives on evidenceby the UK Department for International
based development. One high point of
Development (DFID), this program will
the event was the Government of Chile’s
fund 7 to 12 impact evaluations for a total
announcement, during the conference
of US$ 5 million and aims to bridge the
itself, of its membership in 3ie, signaling
knowledge gap in the area of social
that country's commitment to evidenceprotection. 3ie received a total of 220
Expressions of Interest spanning 70 Group discussion at the conference 'Mind based decision-making.
countries, mainly from Sub-Saharan the gap: From evidence to policy impact'.
3ie’s workshops and trainings during the
Africa (39%), South Asia (23%) and Latin
year
contributed
to awareness on more informed
America and the Caribbean (23%).
policymaking based on evidence. 3ie's senior staff also
conducted trainings and made presentations on impact
Synthesized evidence on the effectiveness of development
evaluations at several national events in China, Fiji, Iran,
is crucial to informed policymaking. 3ie's in-house
Kenya, Mexico, Pakistan, Philippines, South Africa and
Systematic Review team built a database that eases access
South Korea.
to summarized evidence from systematic reviews through
the 3ie website (www.3ieimpact.org). Funded by DFID, this
C L O S I N G T H E EV I D E N C E G A P
first-of-its-kind database contains summaries of systematic
In
2012,
3ie is poised to make several grants under its Social
reviews focusing on development interventions in low- and
Protection Thematic Window and Policy Window Round 2.
middle-income countries, covering a wide range of sectors.
More findings coming in from 3ie’s funded studies will add
During the launch of the database, DFID's Chief Scientific
to the much needed foundation of evidence for effective
Advisor, Professor ChrisWhitty, said,“This new database not
policymaking. For further information on 3ie, visit
only brings together international development
www.3ieimpact.org.
systematic reviews in one place; it is also fully searchable

JAMINI ROY

Untitled, Tempera on box board
15.0 x 28.5 in (38.1 x 72.4 cm)
Signed: Bengali/Lower right

Jamini Roy creates icons enshrined within a frame. The
strength of the icon is derived out of multiplicity of the
motifs that represents the icons. At GDN, our
researchers are our icons. We believe that the
development process is strengthened by creation of a
multiplicity or a critical mass of researchers across the
world.
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DANIEL MACEIRA
Research to be of relevance requires wider dissemination skills

W

hile working on his research proposal on “Evaluating Public Health Insurance in the Province of Buenos Aires,
Argentina”, that won him the second place for the coveted GDN Award 'the Japanese Award for Outstanding
Research on Development' in 2005, Daniel Maceira understood that a research initiative just does not end at the
publication level. As he says,“the aim of research is to be of policy relevance.”
“We also need to develop a broader dissemination plan, performing workshops for public officials and journalists, define
key issues to be presented as policy briefs or short articles for newspapers, improving the way research results reach and
inform public officials,” he explains.
As an internationally recognized institution for research in public policies, GDN facilitates and mentors grantees for wider
dissemination of results and enables the exposure of participants to leading public figures, as well as prepares them for better
public presentations of their research results.
Continuing his career as member of the Argentine Council of Scientific Research (CONICET), and as Senior Researcher at Centre
for the Study of State and Society (CEDES), Daniel, since having been part of the GDN experience has participated in many
national and international conferences. He has had more than 50 papers accepted in international conferences, with 18
research articles in local and international journals, 10 books and several chapters in books with compilation of authors, and
more than 60 articles in newspapers already published.
He was elected Board Member of the Argentine Society of Political Economy, Member of the Regional Scientific Committee of
the International Health Economic Association, Member of the Scientific Committee of the Argentine Forum for Health
Research, and the Global Handbook of Health Economics. In addition, in 2009 he was elected President of the International
Society for Equity in Health, and was Chairman of itsVI Conference held in Cartagena in September 2011.
Recounting the spin-offs from the GDN award for him and his team that received a grant of US$ 28,500, he acknowledges that it
helped them in disseminating their ongoing research agenda, and also identifying key elements to improve dissemination
channels. “Particularly, the research project developed with GDN opened many windows of opportunity to work with public
officials, as well as refining some methodological skills of our research team.”
At a national scale in Argentina, the GDN award arrived as recognition of a research agenda devoted to enhance health
economics as a relevant tool to achieve more equitable public policies. It contributed to consolidate a research plan of action,
with stronger ties with public officials, putting together research and advocacy efforts.
On a personal level, he says,“Now I have strong ties with several policymakers in Argentina in the health sector, not only at the
National and Provincial Ministries of Health, but also in regulatory agencies, the National Congress and some provincial
legislatures. GDN has been a partner in my professional career.” He hopes this partnership continues in the future too.
Apart from GDN, Daniel has also received grants from the Alliance for Health Policy and System Research at the WHO and Salud
Investiga, the research institute of the Argentine Ministry of Health.
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KALA SEETHARAM SRIDHAR
For Kala Seetharam Sridhar, it's almost a hat-trick...

W

hen Kala Seetharam Sridhar bagged the first prize for Medals for Research on Development at the 11th GDN Annual
Global Development Awards and Medals Competition in Bogotá this year, it was like history repeating itself. She
had won the first prize in the same category under a different theme in the 8th GDN Annual Global Development
Awards and Medals Competition for her research on“Impact of land use regulations: Evidence from India's cities”.
Her research paper for the 11th GDN Annual Global Development Awards and Medals Competition on“Innovative sources of
development finance: The role of land in financing India's large cities and comparisons with China”, attempts to assess the
potential of land as a municipal financing tool in four Indian cities and compare this with the available evidence from China.
This research was a part of the research done for the 13th Finance Commission of the Government of India. This year the first
prize was jointly shared by Kala Seetharam Sridhar and Joy Kiiru from University of Nairobi in Kenya.
Kala feels that the GDN intervention gives a chance for collaboration and to meet other researchers from across the globe
working in the same area of expertise. She says, “The networking opportunity I got during the 9th GDN Annual Global
Development Conference helped me obtain funding for my research.”
During the 12th GDN Annual Global Development Conference, Kala was approached by senior officials from the Government
of India, attending the conference, expressing their interest in giving her a project - The contribution of the urban poor in
India's cities – a INR12,00,000 project jointly funded by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation and Department
of International Development.
Apart from the financial compensation entailing the award that facilitates the researcher's work, she acknowledges that,“The
competition provides an international platform to demonstrate the research work to a wider global audience.” She also feels
that during the competition she gained knowledge of the way in which the same research idea/process applies in different
developing countries in the world. The Award gave her an opportunity to get fresh ideas for further work and share and learn
from best practices from different country participants.
“Following the GDN award, I received a lot of visibility and recognition for the research, since a large number of my professional
contacts including Mr. Duvvuri Subbarao, Governor, Reserve Bank of India, and Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, Chairperson of the highpowered expert committee on urban infrastructure appointed by the Ministry of Urban Development, Government of India,
showed interest in reading my paper,” adds Kala.
In an attempt to influence policymakers, Kala writes regularly to the media organizations in India sharing her perspectives. She
has also been interviewed by the country's leading newspapers and news channels on her area of expertise.
She was a visiting scholar at United Nations University – World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER)
during April-May, 2011. She has received a contract from Oxford University Press (co-authored), her fourth book for a major
initiative completed at Public Affairs Centre's Public Policy Research Group on the State of India's Cities.
The two time winner of the GDN's Awards and Medals Competition is currently working as the Head, Public Policy Research
Group with the Public Affairs Centre in Bangalore, India.
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MIZANUR RAHMAN
Applying research to policymaking in Bangladesh

I

n 2009, Dr. Mizanur Rahman participated in GDN's Global Development Awards and Medals Competition and won the first
prize for his research on “Regional integration - Convergence big time, or, an opportunity wasted”. The US$ 10,000 award
was sponsored by the Luxembourg Ministry of Finance and was given during the GDN 11th Annual Global Development
Conference on 'Regional and Global Integration: QuoVadis' held in Prague, Czech Republic on 13-19 January, 2010.
Mizanur in his research estimated the impact of real exchange rate changes and shift in relative demand on East Asian exports
and obtained policy implications for the global payment imbalance between the United States of America and East Asia
including China in particular. When presenting his research during the conference, Mizanur emphasized that the build-up of
an unsustainable payment imbalance in the United States of America was substantially mirrored in the reserve accumulation
by East Asian countries. The study predicted that unless “coordination and shared responsibility” led to a gradual adjustment
of it, the world would move towards a major financial crisis.
Currently working as Associate Professor in the Department of Accounting and Information Systems, Faculty of Business
Studies, University of Dhaka, Bangladesh, Mizanur acknowledges that the GDN award made a significant contribution to his
professional career. He feels that, “The award gave me a global recognition in local and international policy circles and
added to my credibility.”
Mizanur credits the GDN award for his being on the executive bodies of several national policymaking institutions. He is
actively involved in public policy decisions with the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Planning of the Government of
Bangladesh. He provides advice to the Dhaka Stock Exchange (DSE) and the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC),
Bangladesh. He is also serving on the boards of several public limited companies in Bangladesh.
The GDN medal, additionally, helped him obtain a promotion in the University of Dhaka. The University authority has further
involved him in a number of committees responsible for managing the University's academic and research activities. The
networking opportunities during the GDN Annual Global Development Conference enabled him to deepen research
exchanges with several international research organizations and receive funding for his work. He has since received three
competitive research grants from funding agencies at home and abroad for doing applied research in areas of resolving global
payment imbalance and capital market development in his country.
On 10 July, 2010 the Department of Accounting and Information Systems of the University of Dhaka and the Professor ABM
Khalid Memorial Trust presented Mizanur with an 'Excellence Award' in recognition of the GDN medal for research on
development. Furthermore, he was recently awarded a three year research grant of BDT 10.0 million (approximately
US$140,000) by the University Grants Commission (UGC) in Bangladesh to carry out an empirical research on the Bangladesh
capital market. Mizanur attributes his success largely to GDN. He adds,“Our proposal was ranked the best for reasons notably
including that I bear a global recognition endorsed by GDN.”
He has organized an international conference on procyclicality of fair value accounting in 2010 and more than twenty
seminars and symposiums on public policy issues in Bangladesh. Till date, Mizanur has participated and presented in more
than 15 international conferences held in Australia, Bangladesh, China, Hong Kong, India, and Japan. Mizanur has continued to
publish in referred journals; two of his articles are to be published in upcoming editions of international journals.
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T I G R A N P O G H O S YA N
From GDN Grantee to GDN Mentor

T

igran Poghosyan, currently working as an Economist at the International Monetary Fund (IMF) is a Global Development
Network (GDN) fellow and recipient of three GDN Regional Research Competition grants. He received two grants from
GDN’s Regional Network Partner, the Economics Education and Research Consortium (EERC) for his research on
“Modeling foreign exchange risk premium in Armenia” in 2006, and on“Macro-economic and microeconomic determinants of
cross-border bank acquisitions in transition economies” in 2008.
His third grant was from GDN’s Regional Network Partner, the Center for Economic Research and Graduate Education Economics Institute (CERGE-EI) for his research on“Are“New”and“Old”EU Members becoming more financially integrated? A
threshold co-integration analysis”in 2007.
Tigran's association with GDN that started as a researcher has today made him emerge as a GDN mentor. Tigran commenced
his role as a GDN mentor at the EERC’s 31st Research Workshop held in KSE, Kyiv on 17-19 December, 2011. A total of 37
projects, including 24 new proposals, seven interim and six final reports, were presented and discussed during the three days
of parallel sessions.
About his new role as a GDN mentor, Tigran is very excited. “As a researcher I used to wonder if ever I would also be able to
guide and train young researchers. But I am delighted that GDN has full faith in my capabilities and has given me this
opportunity to contribute to academic knowledge of young researchers.”
He feels that GDN is an excellent network for knowledge sharing among researchers from all over the world. “GDN is the best
platform for researchers to inform policymakers about practical implications of their research.”
The three time GDN grant winner feels that engaging with young researchers from across the globe through GDN has been a
big stepping stone for his own academic and professional growth. Of the many benefits, he thinks getting access and feedback
from senior economists on his research work are the key advantages of participating in GDN's research competitions.
“I would like to acknowledge GDN's support in providing me a reference, from one of the mentors on my project, which really
facilitated my getting admission in PhD at the Center for Economic Research and Graduate Education (CERGE-EI),” explained
Tigran. He added that participating in research workshops, trainings, and peer-learning and knowledge sharing opportunities
further helped him expand his research network and get access to senior researchers and academicians. Tigran holds a PhD in
Economics from the University of Groningen, Faculty of Economics and Business (2009), as well as with the CERGE-EI (2008).
There has been significant impact of his research outcomes in policymaking. His research on “Modeling foreign exchange risk
premium in Armenia”, 2006 was used for policymaking by the Central Bank of Armenia. The research was funded with a grant,
the Zvi Griliches Excellence Award, from the EERC.
Tigran has widely presented his research work to senior economists, think tanks and researchers around the globe. Many of his
working and discussions papers have been published in international journals such as the Journal of Banking and Finance,
Journal of Financial Services Research, Economics ofTransition, Czech Journal of Economics and Finance, amongst others.

M F HUSAIN
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M F Husain brings in serenity (sitting form of Ganesha)
and pulsating energy (dancing form of Ganesha) into
the same frame. He brings in the macro and the micro
on the same frame. At GDN, we bring together the
macro and micro aspects of development research
into the same frame.
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GDN GRANTEES (for the financial year 2011)
NAME

AFFILIATION

TITLE OF STUDY

COUNTRY OF
RESIDENCE

GRANT
(USD)

GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with African Economic Research Consortium (AERC)
BEKE Tite Ehuitché

University of Cocody

Analyse des Substitutions dans la Demande des Vivriers en
Cote d'Ivoire

Cote D'Ivoire

12,500

Boniface Ekpo

University of Yaounde 11

The Structure of pro-poor growth and growth-elasticity of
poverty in Cameroon

Cameroon

12,500

Edourd Abou

Universite de Cocody

Un Réexamen des Déterminants du Travail des Enfants de
5-14 ans en Cote d'Ivoire: Le Cas de la Zone
Gouvernementale

Cote D'Ivoire

12,500

Oil and Mineral dependency, governance and livelihoods:
Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa

Uganda

12,000

Elizabeth Kasekende Bank of Uganda
Emmanuel J Mensah

Agrocampus OUEST,
Rennes

Impact of remittances on households in Ghana: A CGE
micro simulation analysis

Ghana

12,500

Isaac Oluwatayo

University of Ibadan

Has economic growth in Nigeria been pro-poor? A
synthesis of analysis from different cross-sectional data

Nigeria

12,500

Olajide Oladipo

College of Management
Export growth, export instability, investments and
and Entrepreneurial
economic growth in Nigeria: A time series analysis
Studies, Ibadan

Nigeria

13,000

Orogwu Godwin

University of Nigeria

Impact of free trade areas and regional characteristics on
intra-ECOWAS trade under an economics partnership
agreement between ECOWAS and EU

Nigeria

13,000

William Jiofack
Azebaze

Ministry of Economy,
Planning and Regional
Development

Reflections on the setting pattern of convergence

Cameroon

12,500

Yovo kofi

L'Universite de Lome

publiques et Croissance Economique au Togo

Togo

12,000

GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with Center for Economic Research and Graduate Education-Economics Institute (CERGE-EI)
Ágota Scharle
Zsombor
Cseres-Gergely

Budapest
Institute for
Policy Analysis

Impact assessment of targeted wage subsidies using
administrative data

Hungary

10,000

Alina-Nicoleta Radu

Academy of Economic
Studies, Bucharest

Foreign bank participation and fiscal burden sharing in
cross border banking crises: An assessment for eastern
European countries

Romania

6,500

Anna Kochanova

CERGE-EI

The impact of bribery on firm performance: firm-level
evidence from central and eastern European countries

Czech Republic

2,500

Anna Matysiak
Monika Mynarska

Warsaw School of
Economics
Cardinal Stefan
Wyszyński University

Women's self-employment in Poland: A strategy for
combining work and childcare?

Poland

11,275

Evaluation of educational policy using twins data

Poland

9,900

Institute of Philosophy
and Sociology, Polish
Academy of Sciences
Artur Pokropek
Maciej Jakubowski University of Warsaw
Belma Pobrić

Center for Economic
Development and
Research (CEDaR)

Ethnicity and provision of public goods in Bosnia and
Herzegovina: Linking local governance to local
development

Bosnia

11,380

Bruno Ćorić

University of Split,
Faculty of Economics

Determinants of monetary policy effectiveness: Worldwide
empirical analysis

Croatia

8,000
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(USD)

(continued) GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with Center for Economic Research and Graduate Education-Economics Institute (CERGE-EI)
Cristiana Tudor

Academy of Economic
Studies, Bucharest

An examination of the relationship between actual and
perceived corporate governance and firm performance for
Romanian exchange-listed companies

Romania

6,160

Daniel Horn

Institute of Economics,
Hungarian Academy of
Science

Perverse effects of the Hungarian educational
accountability system

Hungary

8,100

Drini Imami
Edvin Zhllima
Engjell Skreli

Development Solutions
Associates (DSA)

Agriculture land rights in Albania and their impact on
agriculture land market and investments

Albania

6,500

Edlira Narazani

Albanian Center for
Economic Research
(ACER)

The impact of remittances on child health outcomes in
Albania

Albania

7,700

Esmeralda Gassie

University of Limerick,
Department of
Economics

Interaction between family network and firm growth in
Albania

Albania

8,550

Fabio Michelucci
Miroslav Zajicek

CERGE-EI
Liberal Institute

Behaviorial market design

Czech Republic

8,500

Filip Matějka

CERGE-EI

Rational inattention: Signalling capabilities of price
systems and implications for policy

Czech Republic

8,250

František Kopřiva
Mário Vozár
Pavla Nikolovová

Czech National Bank
CERGE-EI
CERGE-EI

Let's Dance … With someone else? Empirical evidence on
determinants of match separation

Czech Republic
Slovakia
Czech Republic

12,000

Irena Kotowska
Marta Styrc
Martin Spielauer

Warsaw School of
Economics
Modeling Division of
Statistics Canada

Late unions, less children? The impact of changes in union
formation and dissolution on fertility in Poland in the
1990s

Poland
11,000
Canada

Izabela Styczyńska

Trade-off between households' demand for declared and
Center for Social and
Economic Research (CASE) undeclared services in Poland

Poland

6,545

Jaan Masso
Priit Vahter

Faculty of Economics
and Business
Administration,
University of Tartu

The role in experimentation with different export markets
and products in explaining the growth heterogeneity of
new firms

Estonia

12,000

Lasha Lanchava

CERGE-EI

Moral sentiments of family: Experimental investigation of
intra-family interactions

Czech Republic

9,000

Marjan Petreski

University American
Trade performance after CEFTA 2006: Accounting for
College - Skopje, Faculty
endogeneity of the free-trade agreement in two different
of Business Economics
empirical approaches
and Org. Sciences

Macedonia

7,650

Individual learning under asymmetric information and
limited environmental feedback

Czech Republic

7,500

Bulgaria

8,500

Olexandr Nikolaychuk CERGE-EI
Petar Stankov

University of National
and World Economy

Financial crises and reversals in financial development

Ruslan Aliyev

CERGE-EI

Monetary policy in resource-rich developing economies

Czech Republic

5,000

Can producers apply capacity cutting strategy to increase
prices? The case of the England and Wales electricity
market

Czech Republic

3,500

Sherzod Tashpulatov CERGE-EI
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Indonesia

8,790

China

9,100

GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with East Asian Development Network (EADN)
Ahmad
Komarulzaman
Arief Anshory
Yusuf

Center for Economics and
Development Studies,
Growth, poverty, and labor market rigidity in Indonesia: A
Dept. of Economics,
general equilibrium investigation
Padjadjaran University

Bingzhan Shi
Hongyan Li
Junyan Qi
Na Wu
Rongyan Wang
Wei Geng

Tianjin University of
Finance and Economics

Dynamic trade pattern of production network in East Asia
and China's policy choices

Celia Mero
Elenita Salinas
Eric Randy Politud
Noemi Alindogan
Medina

Gender and Peace
Learning Center, Misamis
Oriental State College
of Agriculture and
Technology (MOSCAT)

The culture of patriarchy and its effects on the human
rights of girl children in Cagayan de Oro City and in
Claveria, Misamis Oriental: Implications to policy
formulation

Philippines

10,287

Chandarany Ouch
Pon Dorina
Tong Kimsun

Cambodia
Development
Resource Institute

Analyzing chronic poverty in rural Cambodia: Evidence
from panel data

Cambodia

9,425

Thailand Development
Dilaka Lathapipat
Jirawat Panpiemras Research Institute

Does the 12-year free tuition policy affect schooling
decisions?: Evidence from Thailand

Thailand

9,000

Ekoningtyas Margu
Wardani
Muyanja
Ssenyonga

Center for Asia and
Pacific Studies, Gadjah
Mada University,
Indonesia

The impact of the soaring food prices on food security
status and poverty in Indonesia

Indonesia
Uganda

8,540

Hafizi Ab Majid
Mohd Hafizuddin
Syah Bangaan
Abdullah
Shahida Shahimi
Zusuff Kan Zainal
Kan

Faculty of Economics
and Management,
Universiti Kebangsaan
RAM Rating Services,
Berhad

Predicting probability of defaults: A case study of
Malaysian Sukuk market

Malaysia

8,600

Building public service system in Chinese rural
communities: A case study of Y county in Hunan province

China

9,000

Willingness to pay for crop insurance in rural Vietnam: An
investigation using contingent valuation method

Vietnam

10,465

Identifying cost-effective interventions to reduce the
burden of drunk-driving in Vietnam

Vietnam

10,108

Economic Growth, inequality and poverty in Vietnam:
Evidence from the 2002-2008 period

Vietnam

7,840

Hanqiu Li
Jingren Xie
Lv Chen
Ting Qu
Xiaojun Xie
Xinrong Liu
Yihong Liu
Yongzhong Huang
Zhuoxian Liao

Institute for
International Studies,
Hunan Academy of
Social Sciences

Nguyen Cong Manh Central Institute for
Economic Management
Tran Binh Minh
Trinh Quang Long (CIEM)
Hue College of
Nguyen Minh Tam Medicine and Pharmacy
Tran Thi Minh Hue Health Strategy and
Policy Institute
Nguyen Thi Hong
Dept of Law,
Hanh
Ministry of Health
Pham Minh
Credent Technology
Nguyet
Co. Ltd., Hanoi
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Thailand

8,800

(continued) GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with East Asian Development Network (EADN)
Piriya Pholphirul

School of Development
Immigration, job vacancies, and employment dynamics:
Economics, National
Institute of Development Evidences from Thai manufacturers
Administration

GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with Economics Education and Research Consortium (EERC)
Aistov Andrey

High school of
Economics,
Novgorod branch

Is the education a signal on the Russian labour market?

Russia

10,200

Bilyk Olga
Grytsiv Luliia

Kyiv Economics
Institute

Do informal networks matter in Ukrainian labor market?

Ukraine

10,300

Blam Inna

Institute of Economics,
Siberian Branch

Life satisfaction and environmental quality in Russia

Russia

10,700

Fomchenko Denis

Institute for the
Economy in Transition
(IET)

Market potential and regional wage disparities in Russia

Russia

10,300

Haiduk Kiryl
Kruk Dzmitry

Belarusian State
University

The outcome of directed lending in a transition economy:
Mitigating recession or dampening long-run growth?

Belarus

11,200

Hayrapetyan
Grigor
Hayrapetyan
Viktoriya

Yerevan State University,
Faculty of Economics
Trade potential for Armenia
Slavonic University in
Erevan, Economics and
Finance Department

Armenia

11,500

Jenish Nurbek
Kyrgyzbaeva Asel

American University of
Central Asia

On the possibility of inflation targeting in Kyrgyzstan

Kyrgyzstan

11,700

Jibladze Irakli

The National Bank of
Georgia, Department of
Banking Supervision

The role of consumption function in macro-economic
policy formation

Georgia

1,930

Knatko Dmitry
Shirokova Galina

Graduate School of
Management (GSOM),
St. Petersburg State
University

Institutional barriers to separation of ownership and
control and their Influence: The case of Russian SME's

Russia

11,300

Maksudova Nargiza

CERGE, Prague

Measuring the impact of microfinance in Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan

6,500

Ukrainian Centre for
Maksymovych Andriy Foreign Investment
Promotion

The Impact of the corporate governance laws on FDI:
Evidence from the post-communist countries

Ukraine

10,100

The National Bank of
Belarus

Studying the relation between the monetary and the
exchange rate policy: the case of Belarus

Belarus

10,200

Higher School of
Economics, Laboratory
of Macro-economic
Analysis
Higher School of
Economics, (ICEF)

Сonsumer price inflation in Ukraine in 2004-2010:
error-correction model

Russia

11,300

Institute of Math and
Mechanic, Department
of Mathematical
Statistics, Kazan

Equilibrium and disequilibrium in labor markets of the
former USSR

Russia

1,700

Miksjuk Alexei

Novikova Natalia
Volkov Dmitry

Permyakova Elena
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(continued) GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with Economics Education and Research Consortium (EERC)
Petrova Victoriia

Izhevsk State
Technical University,
Management and
Marketing Department

An assessment of the Russian investment climate and
consequences of FDI: a motive-based approach

Russia

2,000

Prakhov Ilya

High School of
Economics, Moscow

The Unified State Examination and the role of expectations
about exam scores

Russia

10,300

Sirchenko Andrey

European University
Institute, PhD

A model for the policy interest rate setting

Russia

10,300

Vasilyeva Olga

Institute of Math and
Mechanic, Department
of Mathematical
Statistics, Kazan

Does election matter? Appointed vs elected governors and
their effect on public good provision in Russian regions

Russia

2,850

Zedginidze Zviad

International School of
Economics, Tbilisi

Linking macro-economic dynamics to Georgian credit
portfolio risk: Modelling with visible and hidden factors

Georgia

10,500

GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with Oceania Development Network (ODN)
Baljeet Singh

University of the
South Pacific (USP)

The microfinance promise in financial inclusion: Evidence
from and the Pacific region

Fiji

10,000

Emele Morgan

University of the
South Pacific (USP)

'From Beijing to Doha' financing for gender equality and
development: Evidence of aid effectiveness in the South
Pacific

Fiji

10,000

Susan Sharma

Deakin University

Domestic credit, exchange rate risk and international
trade: Empirical evidence from Pacific Island economies

Fiji

10,000

GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with South Asia Network of Economic Research Institutes (SANEI)
Abdul Ghafoor

University of
Agriculture, Faisalabad

Market integration and price transmission in Rice markets
of Pakistan

Pakistan

9,975

Anil Kuruvila

Kerala Agricultural
University, Kerala

Assessing the implications of international price volatility
and transmission on Indian agricultural prices in the
context of trade liberalization

India

9,660

Dibyendu Maiti

Institute of Economic
Growth

Anti-dumping, competitiveness and consumer welfare: A
study on commodity prices with a special reference to India

India

9,975

Minhaj Mahmud

Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies
(BIDS)

An inquiry into the nature and causes of delinking of local
wholesale prices with international prices: The case of Rice
market in Bangladesh

Bangladesh

9,996

Monzur Hossain

Bangladesh Institute of
Development Studies
(BIDS)

Global commodity price volatility and domestic inflation:
Impact on the performance of the financial sector of
Bangladesh, 1990-2010

Bangladesh

10,000

Namrata Ghosh

India Development
Foundation

Market integration in agricultural commodities: A study on
impact of movement in prices on household welfare

India

9,471

N R Bhanumurthy

National Institute of
Public Finance and
Policy (NIPFP)

Oil price shock and its impact on India

India

9,975

Saibal Kar

Centre for Studies in
Social Sciences, Kolkata
(CSSSC)

Climate change, food prices and poverty in India

India

9,975
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(continued) GDN Grantees for Regional Research Competition
held in partnership with South Asia Network of Economic Research Institutes (SANEI)
Sobia Zafar

Citizen Educational
Society

Climate change, its impact on food security and its
implications: A case study of Pakistan

Pakistan

9,975

Usman Mustafa

Pakistan Institute of
Development
Economics (PIDE),
Islamabad

Evaluating global commodity price fluctuation and its
implication for Pakistan agriculture: An application of
policy analysis matrix

Pakistan

9,607

GDN Grantees for Global Research Project:
Strengthening Institutions to Improve Public Expenditure Accountability
NAME OF PARTNER INSTITUTE

COST-EFFECTIVENESS ANALYSIS AND POLICY SIMULATION
FOCUS AREAS (With No. of Reports Produced in 2011)

COUNTRY

GRANT
(GBP)

Advanced Social Technologies

Vocational and higher education: maternal health care
programs; public and private drinking water supply
services (3)

Armenia

31,000

Center for Economics and Development
Studies, Padjadjaran University

Teacher certification program; HIV interventions: voluntary
counseling and testing, and provider initiated counseling
and testing (2)

Indonesia

31,000

Center for Research and Communication
Foundation, University of Asia and the Pacific

Curriculum reform and teacher development programs;
malaria control programs: insecticide treated nets and
residual spraying; public and private water and sewage
service (3)

Philippines

31,000

Center for the Implementation of Public
Policies Promoting Equity and Growth

Teacher salaries; immunization programs; drinking water
and sewage systems (3)

Argentina

31,000

Centre for Budget and Policy Studies

Interactive education instruction programs; pro-poor
health insurance schemes; public and private water supply
services (2)

India

31,000

Centre for the Study of the Economies of
Africa

School feeding and education assistance program; malaria
control programs: insecticide treated nets and residual
spraying; borehole and piped water supply schemes (2)

Nigeria

31,000

Economic and Social Research Foundation

School feeding and rural water supply and sanitation
programs; malaria control programs: insecticide treated
nets and residual spraying; water supply and sanitation
program

Tanzania

31,000

Economic Policy Research Centre

Post-primary education, training expansion and
improvement project; malaria control programs:
insecticide treated nets and residual spraying; diarrhea
reduction programs (1)

Uganda

31,000

Fundación para el Desarrollo de Guatemala

Conditional cash transfers: scholarships for girls, extension
of health coverage program; national campaign for water
chlorination (3)

Guatemala

31,000

Graduate School of Public Administration
and Public Policy, Tecnológico de Monterrey
University

Vocational training and middle upper education; tobacco
control initiatives, rainwater harvesting programs (3)

Mexico

31,000

Institute of Economic Affairs

Malaria control programs: insecticide treated nets and
residual spraying (1)

Kenya

31,000

Integrated Social Development Centre

Capitation grants policy and school feeding program; malaria
control programs: insecticide treated nets and residual
spraying; water system and borehole projects

Ghana

31,000
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(continued) GDN Grantees for Global Research Project:
Strengthening Institutions to Improve Public Expenditure Accountability
NAME OF PARTNER INSTITUTE

COST-EFFECTIVENESS ANALYSIS AND POLICY SIMULATION
FOCUS AREAS (With No. of Reports Produced in 2011)

COUNTRY

GRANT
(GBP)

Policy Research and Development Nepal

Community and institutional schools, scholarship and free
textbook programs; government and community
managed services: comprehensive abortion care and
drinking water supply; diarrhea disease control programs
(3)

Nepal

31,000

Research Center of the University of the
Pacific

Primary school management and grade structure
programs; maternal and neonatal health programs; child
diarrhea control and hygiene education programs (3)

Peru

31,000

Unnayan Shamannay

Government and private primary and technical education;
maternal health care units and centres, community clinic
service; government and community drinking water and
sanitation facilities (3)

Bangladesh

31,000

GDN Grantees for Global Research Project:
Supporting Policy Research to Inform Agricultural Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia
NAME
(TEAM LEADER)

AFFILIATION

TITLE OF STUDY BEING UNDERTAKEN AS PER
THE FIVE KEY PROJECT RESEARCH TOPICS

COUNTRY

GRANT
(USD)

Pakistan

20,000

India

20,000

Bangladesh

20,000

Sri Lanka

20,000

Project Geography (South Asia)
Ali Hasanain

Lahore University
of Management
Sciences

Irrigation and water use efficiency

K.S. Kavikumar

Madras School of
Economics, Chennai

Addressing long-term challenges to food security and
rural livelihoods

Mustafa K. Mujeri

Bangladesh Institute
Improving the effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability
of Development Studies,
of fertilizer use
Dhaka

Parakrama
Samaratunga

Institute of Policy
Studies of Sri Lanka

Agricultural pricing and public procurement

Vijay Paul Sharma

Centre for Management
in Agriculture,
Indian Institute of
Management,
Ahmedabad

Managing agricultural commercialization for inclusive
growth

India

20,000

Johann Kirsten

Department of
Agricultural Economics,
Extension and Rural
Development,
University of Pretoria

Managing agricultural commercialization for inclusive
growth

South Africa

20,000

Ogutu A.C. Akello

Department of
Agricultural Economics,
University of Nairobi

Addressing long-term challenges to food security and
rural livelihoods

Kenya

20,000

Reuben M.J. Kadigi

Department of
Agricultural Economics
and Agribusiness,
Sokoine University
of Agriculture,
Morogoro

Irrigation and water use efficiency

Tanzania

20,000

Project Geography (Sub-Saharan Africa)
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(continued) GDN Grantees for Global Research Project:
Supporting Policy Research to Inform Agricultural Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia
NAME
(TEAM LEADER)

AFFILIATION

TITLE OF STUDY BEING UNDERTAKEN AS PER
THE FIVE KEY PROJECT RESEARCH TOPICS

COUNTRY

GRANT
(USD)

Saa Dittoh

University of
Development Studies,
Tamale

Improving the effectiveness, efficiency and sustainability
of fertilizer use

Ghana

20,000

T. Ademola Oyejide

Foundation for
Economics Education,
Ibadan

Agricultural pricing and public procurement

Nigeria

20,000

TITLE OF STUDY

COUNTRY

GRANT
(USD)

Advocates Coalition for Development and
Environment (ACODE)

Assessing governance aspects in Uganda’s water and roads
sectors

Uganda

70,000

Ateneo School of Government (ASG), Ateneo
De Manila University

Civil society participation and education spending of
Philippine cities

Philippines

69,992

Centre d'Analyses des Politiques Économiques
et Sociales (CAPES)

Research into the efficiency of the provision of roads in
Burkina Faso: Surveys conducted in Ouagadougou and
Bobo-Dioulasso

Burkina Faso

To be
confirmed

Centre for Applied Economic Research(CREA)

Varieties of governance in public service delivery:
Institutional arrangements in the roads sector in Senegal

Senegal

To be
confirmed

Sierra Leone

70,000

GDN Grantees for Global Research Project:
Varieties Of Governance - Effective Public Service Delivery
NAME OF PARTNER INSTITUTE

Centre for Economic and Social Policy Analysis Varieties of governance: Effective service delivery in
(CESPA)
education, water and roads
Economic Development Research Centre
(CEDE), Universidad de los Andes

Decentralization, local political process and the provision of
education and water with quality: A municipal approach for
Colombia,1994-2009

Colombia

62,870

Farrukh Irnazarov and team

Effective governance perspectives in Central Asia: The case
of transport sector in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan

Kazakhstan

69,108

Group for the Analysis of Development
(GRADE)

Does participatory budgeting have an effect on the quality
of public services? A study of Peru’s water and roads sectors

Peru

66,400

Institute of Economic and Social Research
(LPEM), University of Indonesia

Decentralization, local democracy and the effectiveness of
public service delivery: The case of road maintenance in
Indonesia across districts in Indonesia

Indonesia

68,068

Institute of Regional and Local Development
Studies (IRLDS), Addis Ababa University

Governance and public service delivery: The case of water
supply and road infrastructure sectors in Addis Ababa and
Hawassa cities, Ethiopia

Ethiopia

70,000
-

Metropolitan Research Institute (MRI)

Effects of governance modes on affordability, sustainability
and efficiency of water services in three transition countries

Hungary

National Council for Applied Economic
Research (NCAER)

Rural governance and effective public service delivery in
India

Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic
Research (NISER)
Romanian Academic Society (RAS)

India

74,999

Governance and performance of public service delivery for
achieving MDGs in Nigeria

Nigeria

70,000

Basic education quality assurance systems in South Eastern
Europe: What works in our region?

Romania

School of Government, Development and
Educating the people: Governance of basic education in Fiji,
International Affairs, University of South Pacific Kiribati, Samoa and Solomon Islands, 2000-2010
Universidad de la República

Public service delivery in basic education: Institutional
arrangements, governance and school results in Chile and
Uruguay

Fiji

70,000

Uruguay

64,745
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GDN Grantees for:
Global Development Awards and Medals Competition (11th Round)
NAME

AFFILIATION

TITLE OF PROJECT

COUNTRY

GRANT
(USD)

Rwanda

30,000

Japanese Award for Most Innovative Development Project (MIDP)
Camara Rwanda

Camara Rwanda - Education Hub

Bachpan Bachao Andolan (BBA)

Child friendly villages for the elimination of child labour
in Rajasthan

India

10,000

Institute of Rural Research and Development

Good governance now

India

5,000

Japanese Award for Outstanding Research on Development (ORD)
Jeremiah Opiniano
and Alvin Ang

University of Santo
Tomas, Research Cluster
on Culture, Education
and Social Issues

Remittance investment climate analysis in rural
hometowns (Ricart): Piloting a tool to determine where
overseas Filipinos from two rural hometowns can best
invest their money

Philippines

30,000

Petar Stankov

University of National
and World Economy

Financial crises and reversals in financial development

Bulgaria

7,500

Bibek Ray Chaudhuri

Indian Institute of
Foreign Trade

Impact of external capital flows on MFI performance

India

7,500

Czech Republic

10,000

Burkina Faso

5,000

Medals for Research on Development: External Capital Flows and Financing for Development
Tomas Havranek

Institute of Economic
Studies

Which foreigners are worth wooing? A meta-analysis of
vertical spillovers from FDI

Zorobabel Bicaba

Universite Paris
Sorbonne and CERDI,
France

Do financial reforms complementarity and reforms
sequence matter for international capital inflows?

Medals for Research on Development: Domestic Resource Mobilization and Financial Sector Development
Marc Hofstetter

Universidad de los
Andes

Effects of a mortgage interest rate subsidy: Evidence from
Colombia

Colombia

10,000

Maria Sucre Reyes

Universidad Mayor de
San Simon

Access to finance, growth and poverty: How close are the
links in the case of Bolivia?

Bolivia

5,000

Medals for Research on Development: Innovative Sources of Development Finance
Joy Kiiru

University of Nairobi

The impact of microfinance on rural poor households'
income and vulnerability to poverty: Case study

Kenya

7,500

Kala Seetharam
Sridhar

Public Affairs Centre

Innovative sources of development finance: The role of
land in financing India's large cities and comparisons with
China

India

7,500
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GLOBAL RESEARCH AGENDA
I NT R O D U CT I O N

G

DN is committed to a Global Research
Agenda that provides it and its partners
with a common intellectual ground and a
predefined set of (yet non-exhaustive)
development themes. Core research pillars have
been designed to study macro and micro socioeconomic issues facing developing and
transition countries with an interdisciplinary
approach. These topics are the outcome of a
brainstorming workshop organized at Yale
University in December 2010 in consultation with
leading development economists.
The scope of GDN's activities under its Global Research
Capacity Building Program™ are manifold. This makes it
critical for GDN to create a clear agenda that enables it to
maintain focus on its main objective of building research
capacity in developing and transition countries. The
selection of topics is centred around their long-term
implications on economic growth and development.
The localized and indigenous perspectives of the chosen
development issues and their potential solutions have not
lost their importance in a world economy that is
increasingly globalized and dynamic. Also, the motivation
behind the choice of these research pillars is the creation of
an integral link between researchers and the policymaking
process in the South within a framework of global
interconnectedness and information flows among
development professionals across the world. A vast
repositor y of knowledge has been created by
development economists and social scientists. GDN's
Global Research Agenda aims to enrich this body of
knowledge with a point of view that emanates from the
developing and transition world and will create a discourse
on development that stems from international
collaboration.

RESEARCH PILLARS
URBANIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT
In 2007, and for the first time in human history, more than
50 percent of the world's population lived in urban areas. By
2030, various projections suggest that this will increase to

Johannesburg, the economic capital of South Africa.

almost 60 percent of the total population, and to about 80
percent by 2050. Development has almost become
synonymous to urbanization, yet, we have far too little
economic research on developing world cities.
Urban concentration has historically enabled the flows of
knowledge, the division of labor, the movement of goods
and the combination of labor and capital that help
transform poor places into rich ones. Key research
questions here are - what makes a successful and
sustainable city? What lessons can we learn from various
success (and failure) stories of cities across the world? How
can we delve deeper on answering the central question,
namely, whether rural urban migrants achieve the
economic gains that they are seeking?
However, urbanization also creates enormous challenges
and externalities, including contagious diseases,
congestion and crime that often seem like to be far beyond
the capacities of many governments in the developing
world. Urban poverty is emerging as a central challenge in
this important research and policy area. How can the costs
of these externalities be reduced so that the quality of life in
poor cities is improved, and these cities are able to expand
and live up to their full economic potential?
The urbanization experience (and the policy challenges
faced by policymakers) of the various regions in the
developing world varies substantially. GDN’s 13th Annual
Global Development Conference in the upcoming year is
on this theme and will be bringing perspectives from
researchers and policymakers of different regions onto one
platform. Also, the 2011 Global Development Awards and
Medals Competition and the Global Research Project on
Urbanization and Development to be launched in 2012
are designed to focus on different issues of urbanization.

CHITTAPROSAD

Untitled, Linocut on paper
8.0 x 12.2 in (20.3 x 31.0 cm)

A farmer is unable to save his land from a mortgage to
a rich landlord, an aspiring industrialist. This work from
the mid-20th century by Chittaprosad is a symbol of
rising economic inequality in a transitional economy
and strikes a chord even today. At GDN, we are
committed to a research agenda of inclusive economic
growth.
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GLOBAL RESEARCH AGENDA
D EV E L O P M E NT F I N A N C E
The global financial crisis has revealed huge lacunae in the
understanding of the role played by the financial markets
on economic growth and development across the world.
This is a situation in which we need research at a macroeconomic level to understand the global markets as well as
a deep understanding of the nature and vulnerability of the
local financial markets in every region. Building local
knowledge capabilities targeted towards understanding
the course of financial sector development, appropriate
regulatory and supervisory mechanisms, and designing
and implementing safety nets is pertinent. The other
question that arises is the effect of financial markets on
poverty and inequality at a global and regional level.
Furthermore, foreign aid continues to be a major source of
finance in development projects in the South and there is a
need for better understanding of its effectiveness. Does aid
actually work in promoting growth, improving human
capital and reducing poverty, particularly in the context of
fragile States? Another important research area is aid
heterogeneity (and the use of different aid types in aid
effectiveness empirical work) for our better understanding
of how aid really works. This calls for a deeper
understanding of the local development problems and
institutional frameworks.
GDN's 12th Annual Global Development Conference held
in Bogotá, January 2011, and the 2010 Global Development
Awards and Medals Competition, were both designed to
bring in a variety of perspectives on these questions at a
time in history when the world was reassessing the role of
the financial sector and effectiveness of regulation.

AGRICULTURE, DEVELOPMENT
AND NATURAL RESOURCES
Growth in the agriculture sector has important implications
in the process of development of a country. The agriculture
sector faces several challenges and finding solutions that
lead to an increased agricultural productivity is crucial in
the light of food security concerns across the world.
In addition, we need to understand the mechanisms by
which the agriculture sector can be made more flexible,
adaptable and resilient. We also require critical information
on a range of issues on agri-business. What would the costs

Rural agriculture in north-east India.

and benefits of political interventions like output price
controls, public procurement, subsidies, etc. be? Issues
surrounding genetically modified foods are also concerns
that researchers need to address. GDN's recently launched
Global Research Project on Supporting Policy Research to
Inform Agricultural Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa and
South Asia takes a step in this direction. The economics of
natural resources is another area of study that requires an
integration of global and local perceptions. International
collaboration coupled with a bottom up approach is
essential for devising appropriate policies for sustainable
growth. GDN held its Global Development Awards and
Medals Competition on this theme in 2008.

INEQUALITY, POVERTY, SOCIAL
PROTECTION AND SOCIAL POLICY
There has been an increase in the inequality of the standard
of living of people in recent history. A globalized world also
implies a magnified vulnerability to economic downturns.
This calls for research on policies that promote an inclusive
socio-economic structure in countries across the world.
Additional focus on creating social safety nets that can
protect the most vulnerable population from domestic and
external shocks to the economy is also important.
A crucial first step in research on this issue is an in-depth
understanding of the structural factors that leads to long
term socio-economic exclusion of citizens from economic
progress. While the macro perspective on problems of
economic growth might appear similar, the problems at the
grassroots level are often very idiosyncratic. GDN's efforts
at building skills of researchers at a local level enable a
better understanding of these problems, which in turn lead
to a more effective policy prescription to solve them.
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institutional structures and inefficient governance systems
in developing and transition countries. The current body of
development research suggests that improvements in the
quality of contracting institutions, law enforcement,
private property rights, rule of law, governance,
functioning of markets, political system, etc. are all
correlated with higher economic growth.

Multi-cultural markets resulting from international migration.

LABOR MARKETS, EMPLOYMENT
AND INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION
Unskilled labor is a main source of income for a substantial
part of the population in the developing world. The
structures of economy in developing countries often tend to
keep a majority of the labor force in low productivity jobs or
unemployed. This calls for research on a deeper
understanding of underlying factors behind unemployment
and underemployment and designing policies to transform
these countries into high productive ones. There is a need to
create labor laws that encourage, and yet provide a safety
net for workers. Given the wide range of labor markets in the
formal and informal sectors across the world, it subsequently
becomes imperative to generate local research capacity.
Another challenge in this arena of research is
understanding the causes, constraints and implications of
migration - both internal and international migration. The
patterns of migration are increasingly complex, and have
far-reaching consequences on local and global labor
markets and economic development of countries. These
research outcomes are crucial step in determining policies
regarding immigration restrictions, remittances and so on.
In GDN's Global Research Project, Development on the
Move (implemented from 2007-2009), teams based in
seven developing countries examined a wide range of
impacts of migration on socio-economic development in
their countries and designed appropriate policy responses.

RULE OF LAW, GOVERNANCE,
INSTITUTIONS AND DEVELOPMENT
A vast spectrum of sound economic policy is often not
implemented effectively due to weak legal and

It is crucial for the discipline of institutional economics to
critically understand the nuances of institutions in different
countries, which have evolved in unique ways and are
entwined with history and culture of a region. GDN's vision of
a critical mass of researchers would be an asset in the analysis
of local institutional structures and creating tailored policy
prescriptions to improve the effectiveness of institutions.
GDN's ongoing Global Research Project on Varieties of
Governance: Effective Public Service Delivery contributes
to the understanding of the interplay of political and
sectoral institutions and incentives, formal and informal
institutions in the context of effective public service
delivery. GDN's five-year Global Research Project on
Strengthening Institutions to Improve Public Expenditure
Accountability, presently in its middle phase, has as its
project focus analysis that aims to improve evidence-based
resource allocation.

HUMAN CAPITAL FORMATION,
EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT
There is a huge body of knowledge on the role of human
capital in the development process. The importance of
human skills has only increased with the emergence of
modern forms of technology which are primarily
'knowledge-based.' Effective schooling, vocational training
and health of the people have become key factors for
economic progress.
There is a need to evaluate the role of human capital in
economic progress in developing and transition countries.
What are the mechanisms to improve delivery of
educational and health facilities and performance in the
developing world? What are the policies through which we
can gradually shift emphasis from the quantity to quality
issues in education? Moreover, it is important to target
resources towards addressing specific skill shortages in
developing countries. Some of these concerns will be
addressed by GDN’s Global Research Projects in the near
future.
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GDN 12TH ANNUAL GLOBAL
DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
Financing Development in a Post-Crisis World:
The Need for a Fresh Look

T

he Annual Global Development
Conferences are designed to give
researchers in developing and transition
countries the opportunity to present their
research to a global audience. GDN's Global
Development Awards and Medals Competitions
culminate at the conference.
The GDN 12th Annual Global Development Conference
held in Bogotá, Colombia on 13-15 January 2011, was
hosted at the Universidad de los Andes in the city. The
conference provided the venue for the exchange of ideas
on the most pressing development challenges with
internationally influential academics, policymakers, heads
of government, renowned researchers, representatives of
national and international organizations, and sponsors of
research.
Titled ‘Financing development in a post-crisis world: The
need for a fresh look’, the conference aimed to put the
spotlight on this issue by bringing together some of the
brightest minds to challenge and develop current thinking.
Finding alternative and innovative sources of development
finance is crucially important: there can be no slippage in
the fight against poverty.
With over 400 participants this year, the conference
attempted to ascertain the reason of the current situation
in the financial world, discussed the direction to be taken in
the future and laid emphasis on the bigger role for the
Global South.
It was deemed appropriate that GDN's 12th Annual Global
Development Conference 2011 took place in Bogotá, on

H.E. Juan Manuel Santos, President of
Colombia addressing the audience
during the opening ceremony.

CONFERENCE

the back of a high level meeting held in March on SouthSouth cooperation. The South has a bigger role than ever to
play, and its economic 'powerhouses' must meet the
responsibility that comes with economic growth. It must
also look to develop the same culture of philanthropy that
exists in the west among its moneyed elites, not only to
make up for the vacuum left by the financial crisis, but also
to increase overall aid.
The conference dwelled upon the fact that it is about time
to lift the lid on development finance, to explore as a
cornerstone how solid domestic capital markets prevent
instability and enable growth. There is an urgent need to
find sound alternatives to the west for financial assistance
and aid. Rather than continually relying on the United
States of America and Europe, South (read Global South)
needs to understand the options to challenge what the
world knows about them, and bring new, creative thinking
to the table.
The conference was welcomed to the Latin American
continent by H.E. Juan Manuel Santos, the President of
Colombia, who commented that, “We never make
decisions with 100% certainty that it will be right, but
institutions like GDN, which the entire world
acknowledges is of the highest intellectual level, can give
us important guidance and signals... to make our world a
better world.”

P L E N A RY A N D P A R A L L E L S E S S I O N S
The opening plenary chaired by Dr. Ernesto Zedillo set the
scene for what was to be discussed over the next three days.
The focus was predominantly on the central issues and the
new agenda emerging in the broad area of development
finance in the aftermath of the recent global financial crisis.
The panelists in the session highlighted that domestic and
foreign financing was widely available for developing
countries for the past few years, but the key issue right now,
in a post-crisis world, is to look carefully at quality and
efficiency issues.

Elizabeth Asiedu, Professor, Department
of Economics, University of Kansas, USA
making a point during the plenary
session on ‘Development Aid: The
emerging new landscape’.

Young researcher making a presentation
during the parallel session on
‘Innovative sources of development
finance’.
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Plenary Two on 'Rethinking microfinance', focused on the
need for a fresh look in microfinance. The session
emphasized on the need for change in microfinance to
accommodate the new and growing middle classes of
some developing nations.
During the session on 'Financial sector development and
domestic resource mobilization: Another angle to look at
the MDGs?' plenary speakers analyzed the link between
social protection and financial access of low income people
to the formal financial sector.
The fourth plenary session was on 'Innovative sources of
development finance and the rise of the new philanthropy'.
It discussed that in the wake of the global financial crisis
and with progress towards the MDGs faltering, new sources
of development finance beyond traditional sources are an
important dimension of the current discussion on
development finance.
The session on 'Development aid: The emerging new
landscape', talked at length the need to reassess the
relationship between aid and performance in the
emerging landscape of development aid. It was brought
to the fore during the session that aid donors are
constantly competing with each other for influence in this
important area and such a competition in the new multipolar world will have a lot of implications for foreign aid
policy.
In the concluding plenary on 'Financing development:
Looking into the future', the panel summarized what was
discussed over the last three days at the conference, the
central policy lessons emanating from the discussions and
suggestions for innovative ways for the way forward.
In addition, various parallel sessions were organized in
partnership with a range of organizations, including GDN's
Regional Network Partners and other external partners,
that allowed researchers from the world over to come
together, discuss their research on specific areas of interest
and decide on how research can be taken further.
A key note speech was given at the Opening Conference
Reception held at the Museo del Oro in Bogotá by
Dr. Santiago Levy, Vice-President, Inter-American
Development Bank.
The conference culminated with the Global Development
Awards and Medals Competition prize giving ceremony.
The winners from the three categories – Japanese Award
for Most Innovative Development Project (MIDP), Japanese
Award for Outstanding Research on Development, and
Medals for Research on Development – were presented
awards for their development projects, outstanding
research and research proposals.

POLICY DIALOGUE ON THE
FUTURE OF MACRO-ECONOMIC
POLICY IN LATIN AMERICA

T

he GDN Global Development Policy
Dialogues are a series of consultations
intended to stimulate evidence-based
policy debates on global issues of interest to
developing countries and to exchange ideas with
global and regional partners in the research and
policymaking community. Launched in 2009, it
aims to ensure that developing country
perspectives remain at the core of the debates.

Gerardo della Paolera (2nd from left ), GDN President, at the
roundtable organized by GDN and the Central Bank of Uruguay.

A roundtable on 'The future of Macro-economic Policy in
Latin America' was organized by the Global Development
Network and the Central Bank of Uruguay during the XXVI
Annual Conference of Economy organized by the Central
Bank of Uruguay from 18-19 August, 2011. The annual
reunion is one of the most important academic events in
the southern region for 25 years and has been an important
forum for serious analyses, discussions and the diffusion of
economic problems and hence a major attraction for many
distinguished economists.
The session was jointly chaired by Dr. Gerardo della Paolera,
President, GDN and Dr. Mario Bergara, President, Central
Bank of Uruguay. There were two panelists, namely,
Professor Márcio Garcia, from the Pontifical Catholic
University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil and Professor Andrés
Neumeyer, GDN Board Member and Professor of
Economics at UniversidadTorcuato diTella, Argentina.
The theme of the policy dialogue was particularly relevant
in a phase of global financial crises, exchange rate
uncertainties and increasing inequality in the distribution
of income. Policy prescriptions that emerged from the
discussion were strict banking regulations, fiscal slack and
expansion in the supply of non-tradable goods.
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GDN WORKING PAPER SERIES
Editor-in-Chief: George Mavrotas, Chief Economist, GDN

T

he Global Development Network Working Paper
series was launched in September 2009 with the
objective of wide dissemination of outcomes of
research studies, including Global Research Projects,
Awards and Medals Competitions and other projects, in the
form of academic papers. GDN has published 17 working
papers in 2011. Fifty-eight working papers have been
published since the inception of the GDN Working Paper
Series.
This year, four working papers have been prepared as a part
of GDN's first inter-regional research project to study two
continents - Latin America and Africa. The project titled
“Latin America and Africa: Cross-regional dialogue on the
effects of commodity dependence”has been funded by the
World Bank and the UK Department for International
Development. The working papers in this series discuss
issues such as the copper market in Chile and Zambia and
political economy of agricultural policies in Argentina and
Malawi.
Thirteen working papers present the outcomes of research
that was conducted in the framework of cooperation
between the Vienna Institute for International Economic
Studies (wiiw) and the Global Development Network. This
agreement, funded by the Jubiläumsfonds of the Austrian
National Bank (OeNB) and the Austrian Ministry of Finance,
is designed to build research capacities in South East
Europe. The core theme of this set of working papers is
inequality and public policy. The papers discuss empirical
and theoretical research on the role played by tax policies
and public spending on income inequality in the region.
The GDN working papers are available online on GDN’s
websites.

GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT
NETWORK SERIES
Series Editor: George Mavrotas, Chief Economist, GDN

M

eeting the challenge of development in the
contemporary age of globalization demands
greater empirical knowledge. While most
research emanates from the developed world, the Global
Development Network series, in partnership with leading
academic publishers Edward Elgar, is designed to give voice
to researchers from the developing and transition world –
those experiencing first-hand the promises and pitfalls of
development. This series presents the best examples of

innovative and policy relevant research from diverse
countries as Nigeria and China, India and Argentina, Russia
and Egypt. It encompasses all major development topics
ranging from the details of privatization and social safety
nets to broad strategies to realize the Millennium
Development Goals and achieve the greatest possible
progress in developing countries.

N EW B O O K

Security and Development
Edited by George Mavrotas, Chief Economist, GDN
GDN Series: Edward Elgar: Cheltenham, UK
The overall nexus between security and development
poses some formidable questions about the multiple forms
of violence which afflict the international community: Why
are some places peaceful whilst others are violent? Is
poverty the main cause of civil conflict? What is the role of
foreign aid in the whole process of rehabilitation,
reconstruction and recovery following conflict? This
important book tackles some of the main security
challenges facing the international development
community today.
Containing contributions by leading experts, including
some who have been at the centre of the international
policy debate, it goes further by putting forward
suggestions and recommendations as to how best deal
with these threats as well as challenges in this crucial area.
The book will be an essential companion for all scholars,
policymakers and practitioners working in this area, and
also a useful reference source for students on
undergraduate and graduate courses in development
studies.
Contributors include: M. Ashwill, A. Chhibber, E. Chiappa, P.
Collier, S. Fukuda-Parr, M. Gersovitz, M. Krygier, R. Laajaj, W.
Mason, G. Mavrotas, C. Messineo, M. Reynal-Querol, M.
Spence, G.Wheeler

50

SHOWCASE

:

GDN

BOARD

GDN ANNUAL REPOR T 2011

MEMBER

ERNEST ARYEETEY
African researchers benefit from greater linkages with others

A

frican researchers simply need to keep abreast with what is happening in other parts of the world. “What best we can
do for the African researchers is to give them much more exposure to the research, new techniques and new
methodologies from other regions,” says Professor Ernest Aryeetey, a GDN Board Member, representing the African
Economic Research Consortium (AERC). He believes GDN is providing this opportunity through its conferences, creating
opportunities for linkages with the rest of the world, and by working on global and regional research programs.
As a panelist at GDN’s Annual Global Development Conferences, seminars and workshops he has on many occasions shared his
views on various compelling development issues and also on the research being done in Africa and in other developing
countries.“I am able to speak on behalf of the African economies and bring to the table issues that I believe are relevant. It has
also given me an opportunity to learn from other colleagues about issues that are pertinent to their economies,” he explains.
Most countries in the developing world are making policy decisions without solid evidence, or backed by research. GDN's
Global Research Capacity Building Program™ is providing the researcher the opportunity to improve his ability and sharpen
the analytical narrative. “Put simply, a high degree is not sufficient. But it is by working together, sharing outcomes and
learning from each other's experience that we will be creating a critical mass of researchers, not just one or two economists
in any economy.” The idea is that a group of economists can debate and discuss issues. This interaction will throw up choices
that would be beneficial to policymakers. “Discussions and debates by working together to come up with the best options
that could be incorporated into a government policy is the way forward.”
Professor Aryeetey, is currently the Vice Chancellor of the University of Ghana, Legon. He was a Senior Fellow and Director of
the Africa Growth Initiative at the Brookings Institution, Washington DC, President of the Ghana Institute of Planners and has
also held key consultancy positions in various international organizations, and lectured at the School of Oriental and African
Studies, University of London, the Department of Economics at Yale University, and the Department of Economics at
Swarthmore College. Professor Aryeetey strongly believes in cross-regional exchanges, improving both North-South and
South-South linkages.
GDN, by working as a network of networks helps strengthen linkages within regions and beyond. It is important for researchers
to be connected to other southern countries, for example, Ghana, Kenya, India or Papua New Guinea and to discuss issues, and
the scope of their work that may be similar in these regions.Though North-South linkages in research already exist, GDN makes
available opportunities to structure linkages that are beneficial to all the regions.
He supports the GDN vision and mission, stating that the network brings together people from very different and diverse
backgrounds, different disciplines and regions to research and manage research. “GDN opens possibilities to work together,
interact and learn from each other on varied development issues.The AERC's mandate is similar for the African region therefore
it is akin to what we are promoting,” he said.
In addition to the key role Professor Aryeetey plays in the GDN Board of Directors, he is also Board Member of the United
Nations University, World Institute for Development Economics Research, Helsinki and a Member of the Advisory Committee
of African Economic Research Consortium, Nairobi, Kenya.
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ISHER JUDGE AHLUWALIA
Sharing knowledge enriches experiences

G

DN's strength is in bringing together researchers from different regions of the world, working on policy-oriented
issues in their regions for a network run by themselves, says Dr. Isher Ahluwalia, Deputy Chair of GDN's Board of
Directors who has been associated with GDN from its inception and has seen its evolution over the years.

“GDN is very good at this. There is an absolute need for such an organization that can link researchers working on similar
studies, for example, managing macro-economic challenges in their countries as also helping shape the international
economic environment. In the Indian context, functioning under conditions of an open economy, through GDN we can
reach out to researchers working on similar studies in far away countries such as Chile or Brazil, which was not possible
earlier. We can share perspectives that are rooted in individual countries,” she explains.
Dr. Ahluwalia representing the South Asia Network of Economic Research Institutes (SANEI) on the GDN Board, is the
Chairperson of the Board of Governors of the Indian Council for Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) since
2005 and is also on the boards of numerous other research institutes in India, including the National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER). She is also a member of the Research Advisory Board, Institute of International Economics in
Washington DC.
In fact, even before GDN was born, she was independently working on building a network of research institutes with other
South Asian countries “to discuss our problems and challenges, and also see where we can do collaborative research.” At the
same time, Joseph Stiglitz who was at the World Bank mentioned that they too wanted to start an international organization
where collaborative research could be taken up and if the South Asian network is setup, it could join the international body. Dr.
Ahluwalia has ever since been an important pillar of GDN, giving it a structure and shaping its content.
On the subject of GDN's direction, she says candidly that “we haven't reached a perfect model as yet, we are struggling.” GDN
has been focusing on building capacity of researchers in developing countries; facilitating them to focus on challenges
relevant for their countries and working towards evidence-based analysis.
There is some success in capacity building, but a lot more needs to be done. Dr. Ahluwalia suggests, “Some of us have been
talking about the need for workshops where you teach alternative methodologies for empirical research, and researchers
learn by looking at examples of best research available globally.”
The spirit of learning from the development experience of others was at play when Dr. Ahluwalia was heading an Indian highpowered expert committee on urban infrastructure. She arranged meetings for the Indian policymakers with members of the
Asian Development Bank in Manila and with delegations from South Africa and Brazil (facilitated by the World Bank) so that
they could learn about the best practices in these countries.
“A lot of us have grown with GDN; it has given us a global eye, a better understanding of managing things in our countries,”
acknowledges Dr. Ahluwalia.
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DOUGLAS GOLLIN
Partners in understanding development issues

D

ouglas Gollin, the lead advisor / mentor on GDN's Global Research Project, 'Supporting Policy Research to Inform
Agricultural Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia', a project funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
says he is always fascinated to hear from the African and Asian research teams about the complexity of agricultural
policymaking on the ground. He explains, “Seen from a distance, textbook answers seem relevant. From up close, however,
the textbook views run into the nuance of reality. Politics, culture, and geography all intrude on the tidiness of the
textbook theories.”
Researchers based in Africa and Asia have a wealth of knowledge – not only from their formal analyses but also from their own
lived experiences and their first-hand encounters with the policy world. “I particularly value the opportunity to work in
partnership with colleagues from Africa and Asia,” he adds.
The project aims to help shape North-South and South-South conversations on agricultural policies. Designed as a policy
research project, it seeks to enrich the body of knowledge related to agricultural issues. In doing so, it draws from the existing
knowledgebase, especially cross-country research findings, in a scientifically rigorous manner yet one which is both timely
and easily accessible to policymakers and the informed public.
The project also plans to execute a multi-pronged and customized outreach program to actively engage decision-makers and
the public at large. In doing so, it intends to address the paucity of genuine developing country perspectives not only on global
issues but even quintessentially local development problems such as those related to agricultural and rural development.
Professor Gollin, who is Professor of Economics at Williams College, where he has recently served as Director of the Center for
Environmental Studies, is at present a visiting fellow at the Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies. His research
focuses on economic growth and development, with particular interests in agriculture and technology.
Talking about his role as a mentor on GDN’s Global Research Project, he says, “I see myself as contributing to the creation of
networks and the supply of knowledge; connecting researchers from Africa and Asia with colleagues from North America and
Europe – and also with one another. We also work to match the teams of researchers based in the South with highly trained
research assistants, who can learn from working with experts from both North and South.” He firmly believes research cannot
be done in isolation. Individual scholars need networks of colleagues to support them, challenge them, and share in the
pursuit of knowledge.
Like many development economists, he came to the profession with a desire to work in partnership with a scholarly
community that transcends international borders. His own interactions with colleagues in developing countries helped him to
understand the obstacles that confront them in bringing their scholarship to the attention of the international community. He
maintains, “GDN works hard to break down the barriers that can silence the voices of social scientists from developing
countries.”
“In this project, I know some of the relevant literatures, but I expect to learn more than I put in. hope that all of us who are
participating in the project will end up as net beneficiaries. The gains from trade in knowledge and ideas can be large”,
Professor Gollin concludes.
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GUILLERMO PERRY
Global knowledge vital for development

P

rofessor Guillermo Perry, a renowned economist, academician and policymaker believes “Strengthening developing
countries research capacities to use global knowledge for improving public policy design and methods of
implementation, and thereby improving public service delivery in their specific circumstances, is critical for
development.”
GDN, he explains, was designed to fill an important gap in research capacity building in the developing and transition world.
“In my opinion it has made significant contributions to that general goal through its different activities: the Global Research
Projects, Regional Research Competitions, GDNet, Annual Global Development Conferences and support to its Regional
Network Partners.” In the present global knowledge economy, development is mostly about applying global knowledge to
specific country situations. This is not only true for private firms delivering private goods and services, but also about public
policy design and implementation and public service delivery, he adds.
Professor Perry has been engaged in both research capacity building and in policymaking. He was involved in the creation of
GDN with Joseph Stiglitz and represented theWorld Bank in GDN's Governing Body during its early years, and was director of the
two leading Colombian economic research institutions: Fedesarrollo and Research Center for Economic Development (CEDE) at
Universidad de los Andes. He has served Colombia as Minister of Finance and Public Credit, Minister of Mining and Energy,
Director of National Taxes and Deputy Director of the Departamento Nacional de Planeación y Consejo Nacional de Política
Económica (CONPES). He was also a member of the Constitutional Assembly (1991) and of the Senate of the Republic (1990).
Having worked in worldwide and regional development institutions, such as the World Bank (where he was Chief Economist
for Latin America and the Caribbean for 11 years), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and Corporación Andina de
Fomento (CAF), Professor Perry has the experience to assess at first hand the benefits of global interconnectedness, and on
bridging the gap between research and policy. More recently, he has designed and co-managed the ongoing GDN Global
Research Project ‘Varieties of Governance: Effective Public Service Delivery in basic education, water supply and roads’. He is
also a mentor on the project in which 16 multi-disciplinary teams covering 29 countries are analyzing the effects of
governance mechanisms on service delivery through the political economy lens.
On the subject of North-South relationship in generating and sharing knowledge, he clarifies that until recently, most of the
new global knowledge was being developed in northern countries and the so-called South-South linkages were thought to
be important just to share experiences on how to apply such knowledge in more similar developing countries.
However, “it should be said that the North-South divide is in a fluid process of change now and that we are beginning to
understand that there are many valuable innovations originating in developing countries and that the traditionally northern
developed countries also have much to learn about policies designed and implemented in some southern countries”, he
expounds. As a case in point, he mentions two cases: policies related to crisis avoidance and resolution, and to supporting and
integrating marginalized groups; areas where the developing country knowledgebase has a wealth of rich experience.
Professor Perry is currently a professor at Universidad de los Andes and a non-resident fellow at the Centre for Global
Development. He spent last academic year as Robert F. Kennedy Visiting Professor at Harvard Kennedy School and was also a
visiting fellow at Oxford in 1979.

F N SOUZA

Untitled - 1961, Oil on canvas
19.0 x 46.5 in (48.3 x 118.1 cm)
Signed: English/Top right

This work of F N Souza is brimming with the reality of
life in the modern world, which far from being idyllic,
can get dark and filled with foreboding. Poverty and
destruction of the environment are but some of the
concerns that this work portrays. GDN is committed to
supporting research that attempts to find ways and
means of alleviating these concerns of humanity,
apart from many other development issues.
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ROBINSON, JAMES
David Florence Professor of Government, Harvard
University, United States of America

DEMIRGÜÇ-KUNT, ASLI
Director, Development Policy, Development Economics
Vice Presidency, and Chief Economist of the Financial and
Private Sector Network, The World Bank
Represents: The World Bank

SOLA, LOURDES
Member, Executive Board, Center for Public Policy,
University of São Paulo, Brazil
Represents: International Political Science Association

HAYASHI, KAORU
Professor, Faculty of International Studies, Bunkyo
University, Japan
Represents: GDN-Japan

VUJČIĆ, BORIS
Deputy Governor, Croatian National Bank and Professor,
University of Zagreb, Croatia
Represents: Center for Economic Research and Graduate
Education - Economics Institute (CERGE-EI)

KANBUR, RAVI
T.H. Lee Professor of World Affairs, International Professor
of Applied Economics and Management, and Professor of
Economics at Cornell University, United States of America
KJØRVEN, OLAV
Assistant Secretary-General and Director of Bureau for
Development Policy, United Nations Development
Program, United States of America
Represents: United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP)

WEBER, SHLOMO
Trustee, Robert H. and Nancy Dedman Trustee Professor
of Economics, Southern Methodist University (SMU)
Represents: The Economics Education and Research
Consortium (EERC)

DELLA PAOLERA, GERARDO
President, Global Development Network
Ex-officio member
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GDNET
GDNET : RESEARCH
COMMUNICATIONS FROM AND
FOR THE GLOBAL SOUTH

T

he continued impacts of the financial crisis, the
revolutions and riots experienced in almost every
continent, the spectres of climate change and new
diseases are creating new challenges for the developed and
developing world. From this upheaval emerges a need for
knowledge from the South to play a more prominent role in
policy decisions at every level whether community,
national, regional or international.
As the knowledge and research communications arm of
GDN, the GDNet program brings together and
communicates policy-relevant research from the South
and is a partner in the global drive to improve access,
delivery and adoption of academic research. By convening
opportunities, providing information and encouraging
sharing and learning, GDNet is creating an enabling
environment for southern researchers to communicate
their work better and more widely.
Work to implement a five-year strategy that positions
GDNet as a knowledge service provider focusing on
research communications from and for the South is well
underway. This year's program of activities have all been
underpinned by the belief that good research leads to
better policy-making and that policy processes concerning
global development are better informed by outstanding
research from the South. 2011 has seen GDNet consolidate
efforts in this direction by continuing to promote southern
research communications and uptake by strengthening
research communications capacity, sharing knowledge
and supporting learning.
RAISING THE PROFILE OF
SOUTHERN KNOWLEDGE
“GDNet has made my research more dynamic, more
profound, and the results more effective.”
Professor, Brazil
In a field dominated by development research from the
North, an additional hurdle for southern researchers is how to

become more visible. GDNet has put particular efforts this
year into redeveloping its website to provide researchers with
a more prominent online platform for their work. With 2011
marking the 10th anniversary of the launch of the program,
the GDNet team has also spent time this year reflecting on
what it has learnt about good practice in knowledge
brokering for the South and sharing its experiences and
lessons with others interested in research uptake.

§ A new section on the GDNet website (www.gdnet.org)
has been launched to demonstrate the relevance of
southern research beyond local and regional contexts.
GDNet Thematic Windows present the latest content
and key readings from the GDNet Knowledgebase on
major policy and development-related topics, from
agriculture to urbanization. The 23 Thematic Windows
also act to raise the profile of and connect researchers
working on these themes from across the Global South
(www.gdnet.org/~thematicwindows).
§ GDNet's case story on how it measures impact was
selected for presentation at the Knowledge
Management Impact Challenge unConference in
Washington DC and GDNet sponsored two southern
knowledge brokers to participate in the event.
§ A paper reflecting on GDNet's experience in building
capacity in knowledge sharing and research
communications in the South was presented at the
ACBF Conference in Rwanda and published in the
'World Journal of Science, Technology and Sustainable
Development'.

BUILDING RESEARCH
CO M M U N I C A T I O N S C A P A C I T Y
“My policy worldview has been radically transformed
after this course – and this will be beneficial not only to
me, but my Institute."
Participant in Spaces for Engagement online course
GDNet's capacity building work aims to increase
researchers' confidence and their ability to communicate
their research more effectively. This year, researchers have
benefited from a number of research-to-policy

Building Research Communications Capacity of southern researchers to enable effective research-to-policy.
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GDNET
communications training events and activities in Africa,
Latin America, the MENA region and South Asia including:

§ As part of the Writing for Development Series, three
regional Research-to-Policy Communications
Workshops were held in partnership with AERC, TrustAfrica, IFPRI and CommsConsult, focusing on current
policy concerns within Health, ICT & Development, and
Investment Climate & Business Environment.
§ A special two-day Communications Training for
Awards and Medals finalists held in Bogotá,
Colombia, in collaboration with CommsConsult, the
climax of which was the presentation of each finalist's
research in a confident and engaging style to
conference participants and the judging committee.
§ Three online courses on critical issues for policy
influence and M&E were provided as part of the
GDNet/CIPPEC Spaces for Engagement program.
Courses trained 28 policy research institutions in Latin
America from 12 countries and 16 African and Asian
researchers from 11 countries.
§ A workshop in Lima, as part of the GDNet/CIPPEC
Spaces for Engagement program. Using knowledge to
improve policy influence aimed to strengthen the
capacities of think tanks in the region to influence
public policies. It was attended by more than 20
Executive Directors of leading think tanks of the region.
§ With support from GDNet, the Economic Research
Forum (ERF) produced a collection of papers, policy
perspectives and reports in response to events in the
MENA region as part of its policy outreach program
such as Egypt Post January 2011: An Economic
Perspective by Ahmed Galal and Development Prospects
for North Africa by Ahmed Galal and Khalid Sekkat.
§ In collaboration with CommsConsult, GDNet organized
a two-day workshop for Asian researchers involved
in the GDN PEM Project (Strengthening Institutions to
Improve Public Expenditure Accountability) to help
their research results influence policy decisions in their
respective countries.

GLOBAL INTERCONNECTEDNESS
“As a researcher it can be quite isolating. GDNet
provides a good resource for people in developing
countries and a source of encouragement and
enthusiasm.”
Senior Research Officer, Kenya
In response to the global crises, the research environment is
becoming increasingly interconnected. Much of GDNet's
work in 2011 has been framed by a broader ambition to
advocate for the value southern research offers to global
discussions on development.

§ In a bid to encourage development research and policy
communities to adopt a more inclusive approach to
southern research, GDNet launched the first phase of its
“Connect South” campaign. Activities included a drive
to re-engage with members and a paper presented at
the World Association for Sustainable Development
(WASD) 9th Annual Conference.
§ South-South collaboration was a key feature of four
sessions at the Trust Africa Workshop in Kampala,
Uganda and the GDNet Think Tank Session at the GDN
Annual Conference in Bogotá enabled the contrasting
experiences of think tanks in Latin America and the
Middle East to be shared. In Latin America, CIPPEC and
LACEA collaborated on the design, structure, dynamics
and contents of the GDNet policy session Researchers
and Policymakers: Bridging the Gap at LACEA's 16th
Annual Meeting in Santiago de Chile.
§ GDNet launched its Community Groups this year, to
serve participants in its Writing for Development
training. The online workspaces enable research teams
to work collaboratively to create, share and produce
research on various development topics.
§ To ensure southern voices and perspectives are part of
the global debate on Urbanization and Development
and regional debate on Politics & Development in
MENA, GDNet used a range of social media to cover the
GDN and ERF Annual Conferences and supported a
focus on southern aspects during the World Bank
ABCDE conference.

Providing opportunities for global interconnectedness to southern research and researchers.

RANBIR KALEKA

Conference of Birds and Beasts, Archival inks and oil on canvas
24.0 x 59.5 in (61.0 x 151.1cm)

All the birds and the beasts are at a conference to
analyze a transitioning world. Destruction of the old
and creation of the new is a constant process of
evolution. Every species gets an opportunity to voice
their opinions and collaborate in the process of
creating a new world. GDN activities are, likewise, an
amalgamation of researchers and policymakers of
different socio-cultural-geographic backgrounds
focused on creating a better world.
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t GDN, we are looking forward to a productive year ahead of us. GDN is in
a state of continuous transition where we strive to be more efficient and
creative in our endeavor of building research capacity across the
developing and transition world. While the year 2011 was eventful in this
respect, we have a long and exciting path ahead of us. In this section, we present
a small sample of our agenda for 2012.
GDN will be hosting a series of Global Development Policy Dialogues starting
with ‘Vignettes in Global Development’ chaired by Professor L. Alan Winters in
New Delhi in January. This will be an opportunity to reflect on the challenges
faced by the developing nations in the current economic climate.
We plan to initiate our Global Research Competition this year in which we invite
the best researchers from the Regional Research Competitions to collaborate
with other GDN fellows on a common research project. We envision the creation
of interdisciplinary research teams.
Conferences continue to be an integral part of GDN's mission of knowledge
dissemination. We are organizing our Annual Global Development Conference
in June 2012 in Budapest in collaboration with the European Central University.
Our chosen theme this year, Urbanization and Development, focuses on the role
played by cities in the economic growth and development of countries,
particularly developing nations. We also plan to start a series of Biennial Fellows
Conference in 2012 to provide a platform for GDN fellows to disseminate their
research outputs.
The Global Research Projects are making progress in full swing. The five-year
Global Research Project ‘Strengthening Institutions to Improve Public
Expenditure Accountability’ will implement research on policy simulations. The
research teams working on ‘Varieties of Governance: Effective Public Service
Delivery’ will submit their final reports and begin work on outreach and
dissemination of the research outcomes. The Global Research Project titled
’Supporting Policy Research to Inform Agricultural Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa
and South Asia’ plans on organizing a series of workshops, and two Agriculture
Policy Experts' Roundtables in partnership with IFPRI and FAO. Finally, a new
Global Research Project on Urbanization is on the agenda for the year.
The Monitoring and Evaluation Unit of GDN will implement a Monitoring and
Evaluation framework for The Global Research Capacity Building Program™.
Baseline studies for several GDN activities will be undertaken.
The knowledge and research communications arm of GDN – GDNet – will be
augmenting its regional capacity building activities with mentoring and online
resources and a new focus on information literacy. It will also be developing a
web-based platform to support collaboration within GDN research teams.
Having launched the GDNet Thematic Windows in 2011 to raise the profile of
southern research, GDNet will be running a campaign calling on development
research and policy communities to‘Connect South’.
More information on GDN’s programs is available on its corporate website
www.gdn.int and knowledge services portal www.gdnet.org.

NAVJOT ALTAF

Money - Money, Duco paint on fiber glass
72.0 x 60.0 x 48.0 in (182.9 x 152.4 x 121.9 cm)
Signed: English/Top right

Human interdependency is captured in this sculpture,
with the chickens being symbolic representations of
money. This organic interdependency exists in
stimulating economic growth and development.
Researchers produce research output that would be a
critical input in the policymaking process, while
policymakers pose the problems that researchers
attempt to solve. GDN recognizes this
interdependency and facilitates it.
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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
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( 4
L I N E S )
TELEFAX
26511158
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info@jpku.com

REPORT OF INDEPENDENT AUDITORS
Board of Directors
Global Development Network, Inc.
We have audited the accompanying statements of financial position of the Global Development Network, Inc. (GDN)
as of June 30, 2011 and 2010, and the related statements of activities and cash flow for the years then ended. These
financial statements are the responsibility of GDN's management. Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these
financial statements based on our audit.
We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America.
Those standards require that we plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the
amounts and disclosures in the financial statements.An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used and
significant estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We
believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion.
In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
Global Development Network, Inc. as of June 30, 2011 and 2010, and the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for
the year then ended in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States ofAmerica.
Our audit was made for the purpose of forming an opinion on the basic financial statements taken as a whole. The
additional information on functional expenses and contribution received and utilized is presented for purposes of
additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial statements. That information is the responsibility of
GDN's management. Such information has been subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic
financial statements and, in our opinion, is fairly stated in all material respects in relation to the basic financial
statements taken as a whole.

New Delhi, India
1 November 2011
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK, INC.
Statements of Financial Position. June 30, 2011 and June 30, 2010

2011
Amount (US$)

2010
Amount (US$)

6,239,964
1,448,897
4,792,066
122,361
34,872

4,062,285
1,757,915
3,154,401
141,447
38,313

12,638,160

9,154,361

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT, NET

278,010

212,739

OTHER ASSETS
Long Term Deposit
Security Deposits and Investment
Intangible Assets

505,239
237,806
3,104

508,434
235,779
10,932

13,662,318

10,122,245

4,877,709
1,059,836
456,497

3,910,386
593,635
258,645

6,394,042

4,762,667

2,696,756
4,571,522

2,438,073
2,921,505

7,268,277

5,359,579

13,662,318

10,122,245

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents
Short Term Deposit
Contributions receivable
Prepaid expenses
Other current assets
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

TOTAL ASSETS
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES
Grants payable
Accounts payable
Accrued expenses
TOTAL LIABILITIES
NET ASSETS
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
TOTAL NET ASSETS
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

S E E A C C O M PA N Y I N G N O T E S T O T H E F I N A N C I A L S TAT E M E N T S

*All above figures are in US Dollars
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK, INC.
Statements of Activities. June 30, 2011 and June 30, 2010

2011
Amount (US$)
Temporarily
Restricted

Total

Unrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted

Total

22,412,093
302,807
(21,064,884)

22,567,016
302,807
60,075
43,684
-

(5,037)
53,497
(25,897)
141,620
13,638,220

14,447,723
389,104
(13,638,220)

14,442,686
389,104
53,497
(25,897)
141,620
-

21,323,566

1,650,016

22,973,582

13,802,403

1,198,608

15,001,010

985,980
2,029,131
303,937
14,094,439
2,644,661
17,869

-

985,980
2,029,131
303,937
14,094,439
2,644,661
17,869

1,185,004
2,135,983
280,396
7,781,022
1,475,747
44,035

-

1,185,004
2,135,983
280,396
7,781,022
1,475,747
44,035

20,076,017

-

20,076,017

12,902,187

-

12,902,187

100,961
771,090
116,817

-

100,961
771,090
116,817

111,557
548,461
76,014

-

111,557
548,461
76,014

21,064,884

-

21,064,884

13,638,219

-

13,638,219

258,682

1,650,016

1,908,698

164,184

1,198,608

1,362,791

2,438,074

2,921,506

5,359,579

2,273,890

1,722,898

3,996,788

2,696,755

4,571,522

7,268,277

2,438,074

2,921,506

5,359,579

Unrestricted

SUPPORT AND REVENUE
Grants, contracts, and contributions
154,923
In-kind contributions
Interest income
60,075
Foreign currency exchange gain (loss)
43,684
Other
Net assets released from restrictions
21,064,884
TOTAL SUPPORT AND REVENUE
EXPENSES
PROGRAM SERVICES
Annual Conference
Regional Research Competitions/IRP
Global Development Awards
Global Research Projects
GDNet
Other programs
TOTAL PROGRAM
SUPPORTING SERVICES
Donor coordination and fundraising
Secretariat (indirect costs)
Fundraising
TOTAL EXPENSES
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS
NET ASSETS (DEFICIT)
Beginning of period
END OF PERIOD

2010
Amount (US$)

S E E A C C O M PA N Y I N G N O T E S T O T H E F I N A N C I A L S TAT E M E N T S

*All above figures are in US Dollars
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK, INC.
Statements of Cash Flows. June 30, 2011 and June 30, 2010

2011
Amount (US$)
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES
Contributions, grants, and contract payments received
Interest income received
Other revenue (loss)
Payments to grantees, vendors, and employees

2010
Amount (US$)

20,929,351
60,075
43,684
(18,950,515)

13,030,997
53,497
120,202
(12,403,577)

2,082,595

801,120

309,018
1,168
(215,102)

(231,720)
(43,200)
(61,163)

95,084

(336,082)

2,177,679

465,038

4,062,285

3,597,248

END OF YEAR

6,239,964

4,062,285

ACTUAL CASH

6,239,964

4,062,285

NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES
Short term deposit
Increase in long term deposit
Purchases of property and equipment
NET CASH FROM (USED) INVESTING ACTIVITIES
NET INCREASE IN CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS
CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS
Beginning of period

RECONCILIATION OF CHANGE IN NET ASSETS TO NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS
ADJUSTMENTS
Depreciation and amortization
DECREASE (INCREASE) IN ASSETS
Contributions receivable
Prepaid expenses and security deposits
INCREASE (DECREASE) IN LIABILITIES
Grants payable
Accounts payable and accrued expenses
NET CASH PROVIDED BY OPERATING ACTIVITIES

1,908,698

1,362,791

157,660

152,995

(1,637,665)
22,527

(1,407,209)
(69,970)

967,322
664,053

751,664
10,849

2,082,595

801,120

S E E A C C O M PA N Y I N G N O T E S T O T H E F I N A N C I A L S TAT E M E N T S

*All above figures are in US Dollars
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK, INC.
Notes to Financial Statements. June 30, 2011 and June 30, 2010

NOTE 1. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
Financial Statement Presentation - Financial statement presentation follows the guidance contained in Statement of
Financial Accounting Standards (SFAS) No. 117, Financial Statements of Not-for-Profit Organizations. Accordingly, the Global
Development Network, Inc. (GDN) reports information regarding its financial position and activities according to three classes
of net assets: unrestricted net assets, temporarily restricted net assets, and permanently restricted net assets.
Contributions - Contributions received are recorded as unrestricted, temporarily restricted, or permanently restricted
support depending on the existence and/or nature of any donor restrictions.
Cash and Cash Equivalents - Cash consists of monies held in demand deposit and money market accounts. Cash equivalents
are all highly liquid investments with initial maturity dates of three months or less.
Investments - Current investments are carried at the lowest of cost of quoted/fair value computed category wise. Long term
investments are stated at the fair market value.
Property and Equipment - Property and equipment are recorded at cost. Major additions are capitalized while replacements,
maintenance, and repairs that do not improve or extend the lives of the respective assets are expensed currently. Donations of
property and equipment are recorded as contributions at their estimated fair value at the date of donation. Such donations are
reported as increases in unrestricted net assets unless the donor has restricted the donated asset to a specific purpose or for
use in a future period. Depreciation and amortization are provided on a straight-line basis over the estimated useful lives of the
assets. The cost of property and equipment retired or disposed of is removed from the accounts along with the related
accumulated depreciation or amortization, and any gain or loss is reflected in income.
Functional Allocation of Expenses - The costs of providing the various programs and other activities have been summarized
on a functional basis in the statement of activities. Accordingly, certain costs have been allocated among the programs and
supporting services benefitted.
Use of Estimates - The preparation of financial statements in conformity with US generally accepted accounting principles
requires management to make estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and
disclosure of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements and the reported amounts of revenues and
expenses during the reporting period. Actual results could differ from those estimates.
Foreign Currency - GDN records pledges received in foreign currencies at the exchange rate at the date of the pledge. In case
of Multiyear Foreign Currency Funding, the rate prevalent on the first day of the financial year is taken to accrue the pledge
relevant to that year. Increases or decreases due to fluctuations in exchange rates, whether realized or remaining unrealized as
at the end of the financial year are included in“foreign currency exchange gain”in the Statement of Activities.
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N O T E 2 . O R G A N I Z AT I O N A N D TA X S TAT U S
The Global Development Network is an evolving network of research and policy institutes working together to address
problems of national and regional development. Launched in 1999 by the World Bank, GDN became incorporated as a not-forprofit organization in March 2001. GDN is governed by a 20-member international governing body of renowned researchers
and policymakers from around the world.
GDN (a Delaware non-profit corporation), is exempt from Federal and District of Columbia income taxes under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and Section 47-1802.1 of the District of Columbia Code, respectively, and is classified as
a publicly-supported organization by the Internal Revenue Service.
The income of GDN is not liable to taxation in India. This is in accordance with an agreement between the Government of India
and GDN dated May 19, 2008. The salaries and allowances of GDN's expatriate staff are also exempted from tax under the same
agreement.
GDN is global. It:
§ Supports multidisciplinary research in the social sciences and mobilizes resources around the world.
§ Produces policy-relevant knowledge on a global scale.
§ Promotes the application of global knowledge through its local“reinvention.”
GDN is for development. It:
§ Builds research capacity to advance development and alleviate poverty.
§ Fosters research in developing and transition economies.
§ Disseminates development knowledge to the public and policymakers.
§ Bridges the gap between ideas and policies.
GDN is a network. It:
§ Links research institutes from 10 regions and more than 100 countries.
§ Coordinates research and strengthens partnerships worldwide.
§ Facilitates knowledge sharing among researchers and policymakers.
§ Promotes multidisciplinary collaboration among researchers.
The global development research landscape has dramatically changed since GDN was founded: research is increasingly
global, patterns of international collaboration are shifting and there is an emerging need for global knowledge and experience
to address global, regional and local problems. In view of these trends and for a variety of internal reasons, GDN has
undertaken a comprehensive review and analysis of its situation, program focus, communications and strategy over the past
two years under the leadership of its President, the results of which are summarized in several strategic and business planning
documents.

§ A Blue Print, which was presented to and discussed at the January 2010 Board meeting, provided a preliminary evaluation
of GDN's situation and state of affairs, its strengths and weaknesses and an initial proposal for its future strategic directions;
§ Upon further extensive internal and external consultation, a GDN Strategic Plan was presented to and approved by the
Board at its June 2010 meeting; and
§ A 2011-2016 Business Plan was adopted by the GDN Board at its June 2011 meeting.

GDN ANNUAL REPOR T 2011

67

N O T E 2 . O R G A N I Z AT I O N A N D TA X S TAT U S ( C O N T I N U E D )
On the basis of this extensive and collaborative strategic and business planning process, the Board approved a new vision for
GDN at its June 2010 meeting:
GDN seeks to build “a critical mass of accomplished and renowned economists and social scientists in
the developing and transition countries who are globally interconnected and produce good research
to impact public policy.”
GDN intends to realize its new vision through a four-fold strategy of:
§ Building research capacity in a globally interconnected way;
§ Fostering development research on priority policy research areas;
§ Creating an innovative global network; and
§ Becoming a prestigious and sustainable institution that meets recognized quality standards for research capacity
development.
GDN activities are designed to meet the needs of research institutes, as determined through surveys and direct consultations,
as well as to provide policymakers with relevant and timely information.These activities include:
Regional Research Competitions (RRC) –The Regional Research Competitions are underway in all regions, covering a variety
of topics, including:
§ Urbanization and Development
§ Competitive Markets
§ Livelihood Strategies
§ Social Policies
§ Growth, Employment and Poverty
§ Labor Markets
§ Macro, Financial Markets and Open Economy
The purpose, structure and implementation of the RRCs was discussed at length with the Regional Network Partners (RNP)
representatives during the GDN-RNP Task Force meeting in Paris in April 2011 and a concrete and detailed plan is now in place.
Efforts have also been made to strengthen horizontal links between RNPs. Oceania Development Network (ODN) will
participate in the upcoming Economics Education and Research Consortium (EERC) research workshop in Kiev in July 2011
and discussions between select RNPs from the South and North are also planned to enhance the latter's participation in the
capacity building efforts under the RRC umbrella. Best practices in terms of the Calls for Proposals and the eligibility criteria
have also been shared among the RNP's. South Asia Network of Economic Research Institutes (SANEI) recently launched its
Working Paper Series in an effort to promote completed research papers and edited volumes of the best papers are also
underway.
Inter-regional Research Projects (IRPs) – The two initial pilot Inter-Regional Research Projects (IRPs) launched in 2009 are
now complete. A new one has been launched.
Cities: An Analysis of the Post-Communist Experience made a valuable scientific contribution to the understanding of the
development of cities and urban environments in the countries of transition. The investigated topics range from existence of
multiple equilibrium in the system of cities, to drivers of urban economic growth, to real estate risk premium. This contribution
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N O T E 2 . O R G A N I Z AT I O N A N D TA X S TAT U S ( C O N T I N U E D )
and the impact of the project will further increase with the publication of the articles based on the results of this project in
peer-reviewed journals. The immediate effect of the project has been in promoting and showcasing possibilities for
collaborative work between two GDN Regional Network Partners: CERGE-EI and EERC and between the researchers from the
two regions. The final reports by the grantees were made available as working papers at the EERC Regional Network website
http://eerc.ru/article/CITIES. In addition, the authors are required to submit one or more articles based on their project to a
peer-reviewed journal. Finally, the datasets constructed by the grantees of this project are made available on the internet.
In the second pilot IRP, Latin America and Africa: Cross-Regional Dialogue on the Effects of Commodity Dependence, three
cross-country case studies on Oil (teams from Colombia and Nigeria), Copper (teams from Chile and Zambia) and Food
Security (teams from Argentina and Malawi) have been produced and are available on GDN's website. A fourth paper prepared
by the Project Director, Mauricio Cardenas (et. Al) shows that higher commodity dependence reduces the government's
incentive to invest in fiscal capacity. The papers have been included in GDN's Working Paper Series and an e-book is being
planned as well as presentations to relevant academic and policy audiences, including at Brookings, a US based nonprofit
public policy organization involved in high quality independent research.
A third and new IRP focusing on Macro-economic Management and Economic Growth in the Pacific Island and Caribbean
Countries has been launched with the ODN taking the lead on the Pacific studies and the Inter-American Development Bank
for the Pacific. The main objective of this project is to undertake specific studies that will be of relevance to policymakers in
terms of achieving macro-economic stability and growth in both regions. The project will culminate with a joint workshop in
conjunction with the ODN Biennial Conference in 2012 in Fiji. Over US$ 2,029,000 in 2011 and US$ 2,135,000 in 2010 was spent
on RRC and IRP.
Global Development Awards Competition – This is the largest worldwide contest for development researchers. Researchers
and practitioners are invited each year to compete. Over US$ 303,000 in 2011 and US$ 280,000 in 2010 was spent on the
project.The awards recognize excellence and innovation in the field of development research and application.
Global Research Projects (GRP) – Global Research Projects support quality research in many countries, involving local
research teams from across the world.The multi-country studies allow for both a comprehensive and comparative perspective
across regions and countries.
New GRP on“Urbanization and Development: Delving Deeper into the Nexus”: This is a new Global Research Project on a very
important as well as timely research and policy topic. The project is currently in its conceptualization phase and a detailed
concept note is now almost complete (with substantial support and advice from a leading scholar in this area, Prof. Edward
Glaeser, Harvard University, who has agreed to be the Principal Advisor in this project for GDN) focusing on at least four broad
research areas: (i) what makes cities in the developing world economically productive, (ii) what can efficiently reduce the
negative effects of urban externalities (iii) what we need to know about urban poverty, and (iv) what do we need to know about
the enabling environment in this crucial area.
Over the next few months GDN will be actively engaged in fundraising-related activities to support the above research agenda
and launch the GRP. The overall target for the GRP's budget is US$ 2 million. So far the project has secured some funding from
the Inter-American Development Bank supporting research work in this area, and the Open Society Institute has also
expressed a lot of interest in the overall research agenda of GDN on urbanization and development. GDN has also initiated
recently a dialogue with IBM Corporation to study the impact of technology on the economy and society in the Global South.
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IBM is keen to know whether the infusion of technology is making southern cities productive or not. IBM is particularly
interested in knowing how large scale technology deployment could aid cluster formation across sectors in mega urban
centers. In this context, IBM wishes to partner GDN (through the GRP on Urbanization) in an effort to seek out that knowledge
from 'ground up'. The project is also linked to the overall theme of the next GDN annual global development conference.
GDN had launched a new Global Research Project titled Varieties of Governance: Effective Public Service Delivery' in basic
education, water supply and transport infrastructure (roads) is a three-year GDN Global Research Project in which 13 multidisciplinary teams covering 25 countries analyze the effects of governance mechanisms. The project is funded by AusAID,
DFID, IADB, IDRC, Open Society Institute (OSI), Partnership for African Social and Governance Research (PASGR), and the World
Bank.
The objectives are to contribute to the understanding of the interplay of political and sectoral institutions and incentives,
formal and informal institutions, actors and information flows in determining the structure and operation of delivery systems.
It also seeks to support the development of methodological approaches adequate to data availability and supplementing
data collection, where needed. Lastly, it aims to analyze the impact of differences in delivery systems and forms of governance
within countries, across countries, and over time, and suggest the best feasible institutional and policy options for improving
public service delivery under different country institutional contexts.
Peer-learning, capacity building workshops, policy advisory groups to ensure research relevance, and technical guidance are
used to achieve the project objectives.
The five-year GDN Global Research Project 'Strengthening Institutions to Improve Public Expenditure Accountability' is fullyfunded by the Department for International Development (DFID), UK through its Governance and Transparency Fund.
Implemented in technical partnership with Results for Development Institute (R4D),Washington DC, the primary project focus
is analysis that aims to improve evidence-based resource allocation in the three crucial sectors of education, health and water.
In view of this, the project objectives are to build and strengthen institutional capacity for public expenditure analysis and
explore the effectiveness of public service delivery. It aims to emphasize rigorous analysis, produce reliable public expenditure
reform proposals and thus, shape policy debates. Lastly, the project also has as its goals to develop policy alternatives and
tailored research communications and outreach in a peer-learning environment and produce internationally comparable
information on public expenditure.
The project objectives are met through rigorous research and analysis, technical training, peer-learning, and constructive
engagement and outreach.
A Global Development Network initiative, Supporting Policy Research to Inform Agricultural Policy in Sub-Saharan Africa and
South Asia, is a project which aims to help shape North-South and South-South debates on agricultural policies. Designed as a
policy research project, it seeks to enrich the body of knowledge related to agricultural issues. In doing so, it draws from the
existing knowledgebase, especially cross-country research findings, in a scientifically rigorous manner yet one which is both
timely and easily accessible to policy makers and the informed public.
The project also seeks to execute a multi-pronged and customized outreach program to actively engage decision-makers and
the public at large. In doing so, it also seeks to address the paucity of genuine developing country perspectives not only on

70

GDN ANNUAL REPOR T 2011

N O T E 2 . O R G A N I Z AT I O N A N D TA X S TAT U S ( C O N T I N U E D )
global issues but even quintessentially local development problems such as those related to agricultural and rural
development.
In order to align the financials to the new business plan, all the activities under Strategic Research Partners have been
regrouped under the Global Research Projects. Over US$ 14,094,000 in 2011 and US$ 7,781,000 in 2010 was spent on GRPs.
The Global Policy Dialogues Initiative – With the rationale of providing a platform for stimulating evidence-based policy
debates on global issues of interest to developing countries and to dialogue with global and regional partners in the research
and policymaking community, few Global Policy Dialogues were done during the year 2010-11:
§ UNU-WIDER: The book launch will focus on detailed history review of industrialization and economic development. The
studies jointly provide valuable insights for other developing countries in the pursuit of sustainable growth and forward
looking development strategies.
§ IADB: The book “India: Latin America's Next Big Thing?,” published by the IDB's Integration and Trade Sector, looks into
recent development and economic trends in India and their possible impact for Latin America and the Caribbean.
§ OECD: “Perspectives on Global Development: Shifting Wealth” - “Shifting Wealth” examines the major realignment of the
global economy that has taken place in the last two decades. Economic and political power has been shifting towards the
developing world and emerging economies thanks to high and sustained growth rates in large developing countries.
Furthermore, flows of trade, aid and investment between developing countries have all intensified. Perspectives on Global
Development analyses the evidence which documents this shift and assesses what it means for global development.
Over US$ 17,000 in 2011 and US$ 44,000 in 2010 was spent on Other Programs.
Annual Global Development Conference – The annual GDN conference provides a global forum for the exchange of ideas on
sustainable development and alleviation of poverty. Participants include researchers, government officials and policymakers,
and representatives of international organizations and research sponsors. Internationally renowned speakers address
audiences on many pressing problems of development. The 2011 conference held in Bogotá, had as its theme “Financing
Development in a Post-Crisis World: The Need for a Fresh Look”, and the forthcoming 2012 conference in Budapest, has as its
theme “Urbanization and Development”. Over US$ 985,000 in 2011 and US$ 1,185,000 in 2010 was spent on Annual
Conference.
GDNet – Research Communications from and for the Global South: As the DFID Research Uptake team has committed a total of
GBP 3.52 million for this phase of the GDNet Program which runs from 2010-2014 to support Research Communication and
Uptake from the Global South, a regular annual review process is part of grant management. The first review took place in
March-May 2011. It concluded “In general the program is on track at the end of 1st year of this phase of the program, and the
overall score is 2 (likely to be mostly achieved). The quality and size of the GDNet knowledgebase continues to grow as per
expectations, and capacity building activities (including writeshops) have taken place as scheduled”The program logframe
has been revised in light of review findings and recommendations and the thematic content classification of the GDNet.
Knowledgebase and development of the online community group completed (beta version to be launched in July 2011). The
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, The Netherlands (DGIS) increased their support by an additional US$ 525,000 this year to convey a
strong endorsement to the program in their final year of the four year funding (2007-2011). Over US$ 2,644,000 in 2011 and
US$ 1,475,000 in 2010 was spent on GDNet expenses.
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Purchase of ERP software for internal use has been capitalized as intangible amortized over the estimated useful life.

GROSS CARRYING AMOUNT
LESS ACCUMULATED AMORTIZATION*

2011

2010

US$ 23,484
US$ 20,380

US$ 23,484
US$ 12,552

US$ 3,104

US$10,932

*Remark: The aggregate amortization expense for the years ended June 30, 2011 and 2010 amounts to US$ 7,828 and US$ 7,581 respectively.

The estimated aggregate amortization expense for each of the succeeding fiscal year is as follows:
PARTICULARS

Amount

YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2012
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2013

US$ 2,857
US$
247

TOTAL

US$ 3,104

NOTE 4. PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
Property and equipment as of June 30, 2011 and 2010, consists of the following:

COMPUTER EQUIPMENT*
FURNITURE AND FIXTURES*
VEHICLE
OFFICE EQUIPMENT
LESS ACCUMULATED DEPRECIATION AND AMORTIZATION

2011

2010

US$ 674,099
US$ 248,805
US$ 29,726
US$ 31,931
US$ (706,551)

US$ 510,876
US$ 200,744
US$ 29,726
US$ 28,496
US$ (557,103)

US$ 278,010

US$ 212,739

*Remark: Out of total assets, Computer equipments and Furniture and Fixture amounting to US$ 225,602 and US$ 4,655 are held in the name of one
of the Regional Network Partner i.e. ERF in Cairo.
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NOTE 5. NET ASSETS
Unrestricted Net Assets – Unrestricted net assets represent amounts available to carry out the general operations of GDN
without restriction imposed by donors.
Restricted Net Assets – GDN has received contributions to support specific programs, which have resulted in temporary
restrictions on its net assets.The net assets will be released when expenses are incurred that satisfy the purpose restrictions.
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets – Temporarily restricted net assets as at the end of the year available for the following
purposes:
PARTICULARS

2011

2010

REGIONAL RESEARCH COMPETITIONS
GLOBAL RESEARCH PROJECTS
GDNET
OTHERS

US$
426,030
US$ 3,817,976
US$
290,498
US$
37,018

US$ 553,219
US$ 2,055,916
US$ 236,379
US$
75,991

TOTAL

US$ 4,571,522

US$ 2,921,505

Net Assets Released from Donor Restrictions – Net assets were released from donor restrictions by incurring expenses
satisfying the restricted purposes or by occurrence of other events specified by donors.
Purpose restrictions accomplished for the years ended June 30, 2011 and June 30, 2010 were:
PARTICULARS

2011

2010

ANNUAL CONFERENCE
REGIONAL RESEARCH COMPETITIONS
GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
GLOBAL RESEARCH PROJECTS
GDNET
SECRETARIAT
OTHER

US$
918,935
US$ 1,891,153
US$
283,270
US$ 13,136,041
US$ 2,529,897
US$ 2,288,935
US$
16,654

US$
US$
US$
US$
US$
US$
US$

1,107,994
1,997,172
262,174
7,246,640
1,363,839
1,590,511
69,890

TOTAL

US$21,064,884

US$13,638,220
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N O T E 6 . O P E R AT I N G L E A S E S
GDN had a five-year lease started from April 15, 2005 for office space for its head quarters in New Delhi, India, where GDN
moved its operations from Washington, DC. The lease was further renewed in April 2010 for a further period of five years. GDN
has a new lease for a registered office space inWashington, DC.The three-year lease starts from July 1, 2011.
Future minimum annual rental payments required under these operating leases as of June 30, 2011 are as follows:
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2012
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2013
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2014
YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2015
TOTAL

US$ 383,094
US$ 402,164
US$ 465,506
US$ 344,893
US$ 1,595,657

NOTE 7. UNINSURED CASH BALANCE
GDN maintains its cash accounts in the USA and India. The banks in the USA are insured by Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation for the first US$ 250,000 of the deposit. On June 30, 2011 and 2010, GDN had balances that exceeded the federally
insured amount by approximately US$ 5.40 million and US$ 3.81 million, respectively. The cash in hand is insured up to US$
2,242. The uninsured balance with Indian banks is US$ 549,505 as of June 30, 2011. GDN has not experienced any losses in such
accounts and believes it is not exposed to any significant credit risk on cash and cash equivalents.

NOTE 8. CONTINGENT LIABILITIES
In 2011 and 2010, bank Guarantee issued to the Custom Department, India on account of exemption, of import duties for
import of old and used office furniture, computers & equipments is US$ 5,605 and US$ 5,435. 100% margin in the form of fixed
deposit has been held by the bank against the same.

N O T E 9 . C O N C E N T R AT I O N O F C O N T R I B U T I O N S
GDN received approximately 65% and 73% of its total support and revenue from top three donors, excluding 3ie, for the years
ended June 30, 2011 and 2010, respectively.

NOTE 10. CONTRIBUTED SERVICES
Contributed services are recognized as contributions in accordance with SFAS No. 116, according to which contributions of
services shall be recognized if the services received (a) create or enhance non-financial assets or (b) require specialized skills,
and are provided by individuals possessing those skills, which would typically need to be purchased if not provided by
donation.
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NOTE 10. CONTRIBUTED SERVICES (CONTINUED)
The value of donated services included as contributions in the financial statements and the corresponding program expenses
for the years ended June 30, 2011 and 2010 are as follows:
PARTICULARS

2011

2010

GRANTS

US$ 302,807

US$ 389,104

TOTAL

US$ 302,807

US$ 389,104

Further, the board of directors has been contributing to the GDN, in their honorary capacity, for which no charges have been
recognized in these financial statements.

NOTE 11. CONDITIONAL PROMISES TO GIVE
There are seven entities which have made conditional promises to give grant to GDN, revenue from which will be recognized
when the respective conditions are met in future years.The details of these seven conditional grants are:
1. Grantor agency's promise to give is conditioned upon GDN's management's demonstration of the required scientific and
administrative skills to pursue the objectives of the grant successfully. The original grant was for US$ 8,509,440 over 5 years. As
of June 30, 2011, this conditional promise to receive grants totaled approximately US$ 3,688,454.
2. Grantor agency's promise to give is conditioned upon GDN making actual expenses of contributions and of assessment
by the donor of the effectiveness of GDN's programs. The original grant was for US$ 5.35 million over 4.5 years ending June 30,
2014. As of June 30, 2011, this conditional promise to receive grants totaled approximately US$ 4,032,098.
3. Grantor agency's promise to give is conditioned upon GDN's management's demonstration of the required scientific and
administrative skills to pursue the objectives of the grant successfully. The original grant was for US$ 4,491,908 over 3 years. As
of June 30, 2011, this conditional promise to receive grants totaled approximately US$ 1,812,981.
4. Grantor agency's promise to give is conditioned upon GDN making actual expenses of contributions and of assessment
by the donor of the effectiveness of GDN's programs. The original grant was for US$ 1.3 million over 4 years ending July 1, 2012.
As of June 30, 2011, this conditional promise to receive grants totaled approximately US$ 414,800.
5. Grantor agency's promise to give is conditioned upon GDN making actual expenses of contributions and of assessment
by the donor of the effectiveness of GDN's programs. The original grant was for US$ 1.09 million over 3 years ending July 1,
2012. As of June 30, 2011, this conditional promise to receive grants totaled approximately US$ 363,000.
6. Grantor agency's promise to give is conditioned upon GDN making actual expenses of contributions and of assessment
by the donor of the effectiveness of GDN's programs. The original grant was for US$ 0.76 million over 1.5 years ending
December 31, 2012. As of June 30, 2011, this conditional promise to receive grants totaled approximately US$ 598,321.
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NOTE 11. CONDITIONAL PROMISES TO GIVE (CONTINUED)
7. Grantor agency's promise to give is conditioned upon GDN making actual expenses of contributions and of assessment
by the donor of the effectiveness of GDN's programs. The original grant was for US$ 0.36 million over 1.6 years ending
September 29, 2012. As of June 30, 2011, this conditional promise to receive grants totaled approximately US$ 238,225.

NOTE 12. GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT NET WORK'S RETIREMENT PLANS
During the year ended June 30, 2011 and 2010 GDN contributed US$ 30,173 and US$ 17,536 towards Provident Fund Scheme
maintained by Government of India for employees in India.

NOTE 13. INVESTMENTS
GDN has invested in OptiMix Multi Manager Equity Fund – Growth Fund units. This fund is managed by ING Vysya bank. The
Long term investments are shown at fair market price. The market value of the investment is US$ 33,567 and US$ 33,849 for the
year ending June 2011 and 2010, respectively.

NOTE 14.
Previous year's figures have been regrouped and rearranged wherever necessary to make them comparable with figures of the
current period.
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GDN SUPPORTERS
MAJOR DONORS DURING 2011
§ Australian Agency for International Development
(AusAID)
§ Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
§ Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF)
§ Department for International Development (DFID)
§ Federal Ministry of Finance, Government of Austria
§ Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
§ International Development Research Centre (IDRC),
Canada
§ Ministère des Finances, Government of Luxembourg
§ Ministry of Finance, Government of Japan
§ Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs, Government
of France
§ Netherlands Directorate-General for International
Cooperation (DGIS)
§ Open Society Institute (OSI)
§ The Partnership for African Social and Governance
Research (PASGR)
§ The World Bank
GDN 12th ANNUAL
GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE
SPONSORS
§ Banco de la República, Colombia
§ Corporación Andina de Fomento (CAF)
§ Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
§ Ministry of Finance, Colombia
§ Proexport Colombia
§ The Mayor, City of Bogotá, Colombia
§ Universidad de los Andes, Colombia

The artworks in the GDN Annual Report 2011 have been
donated with the kind courtesy of the Delhi Art Gallery.
D E L H I A RT G A L L E RY : A P R O F I L E
Delhi Art Gallery was established in 1993, and has since
grown to become a premier institution for art. It boasts of a
distinctive collection of early-modern as well as modern
and contemporary art, ranging from names such as Raja
Ravi Verma, Rabindranath Tagore and Nandalal Bose to F. N.
Souza, M. F. Husain and S. H. Raza, from Avinash Chandra
and G. R. Santhosh to Sohan Qadri and Gogi Saroj Pal, from
Chittaprosad to Haren Das, among the over 400 artists in its
inventory.
Delhi Art Gallery employs a very large number of
professionals to manage the affairs of the company. It
consists of a Research and Documentation division that
creates superior publications and provides support for its
exhibitions. A Sales and Marketing team takes art to homes
and offices through an interface programme and manages
and maintains art resources for companies and collectors
whom it also advises on art purchases.
In the under two decades since it was established and as
one of the largest repositories of Indian modern art
anywhere in the world, Delhi Art Gallery has become
distinguished for its focus on 20th century Indian art. Its
collections provide a critical link for everyone from artlovers, collectors and investors to academicians, scholars
and researchers. It has traced, compiled, restored and
archived entire collections. Documentation processes
across various genres have resulted in some iconic
exhibitions, known for their breadth of scale and depth of
research. Extensive exhibition catalogues and books – part
of its ongoing efforts on shedding new light on, of course,
the well established artists and their genres, but also on the
lesser known but equally talented painters and sculptors –
is a measure of the seriousness of Delhi Art Gallery's effort
of concentrating not just on the names of Indian artists
familiar to all art-lovers, but also those artists who deserve
their space on the same firmament.

11, Hauz Khas Village, New Delhi 110016
Tel: +91 11 46005300
DLF Emporio, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi 110070
Tel: +91 11 41004150
www.delhiartgallery.com

GDN’s Global Research Project
‘Strengthening Institutions to
Improve Public Expenditure
Accountability’ in New Delhi,
India
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JANUARY
13-15 January
GDN 12th Annual Global
Development Conference in
Bogotá, Colombia

MAY
26 May
Launch of 12th Round of Global
Development Awards and Medals
Competition

FEBRUARY
8-11 February
Regional Launch Workshop for
GDN’s Global Research Project
‘Varieties of Governance: Effective
Public Service Delivery’ in
partnership with PASGR in
Nairobi, Kenya

JULY
1 July
Professor L. Alan Winters succeeds
Dr. Ernesto Zedillo as new
Chairman, GDN Board of Directors

MARCH
28 February - 2 March
Global Technical Training
Workshop for GDN’s Global
Research Project ‘Strengthening
Institutions to Improve Public
Expenditure Accountability’ in
Bangkok, Thailand
13-14 March
Regional Launch Workshop for
GDN’s Global Research Project
‘Varieties of Governance: Effective
Public Service Delivery’ in New
Delhi, India
17-18 March
Regional Launch Workshop for
GDN’s Global Research Project
‘Varieties of Governance: Effective
Public Service Delivery’ in Lima,
Peru

W

12 October
Regional Policy Seminar on
Effective Public Service Delivery
in Health and Education for GDN’s
Global Research Project
‘Strengthening Institutions to
Improve Public Expenditure
Accountability’ in New Delhi,
India
NOVEMBER
27-28 November
Data and Methodology Regional
Workshop for GDN’s Global
Research Project ‘Varieties of
Governance: Effective Public
Service Delivery’ in partnership
with PASGR in Nairobi, Kenya

14-15 July
Inception Workshop for GDN’s
Global Research Project
‘Supporting Policy Research to
Inform Agricultural Policy in
Sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia’ in London, UK
16-18 July
Regional Technical Training
Workshop for GDN’s Global
Research Project ‘Strengthening
Institutions to Improve Public
Expenditure Accountability’ in
Nairobi, Kenya
AUGUST
18-19 August
GDN Global Policy Dialogue ‘The
Future of Macro-economic Policy
in Latin America’ in XXVI Annual
Conference of Economy
organized by the Central Bank of
Uruguay in Montevideo, Uruguay

13-15 January

14-15 July

SEPTEMBER
1-3 September
Global Research and Peer Review
Workshop for GDN’s Global
Research Project ‘Varieties of
Governance: Effective Public
Service Delivery’ in Paris, France
OCTOBER
10-11 October
Regional Research
Communications Workshop for

12 October

Global Development Network’s
Mission Statement
Global Development Network (GDN) is
an independent International Organization
that allies researchers and institutes in
development globally.
GDN supports researchers in developing and
transition countries to generate and share
applied social science research to advance
social and economic development. GDN’s
core business is building research capacity.
Its aspiration is to achieve a critical mass of
researchers who are globally interconnected
and produce good research to impact public
policy.

NEW DELHI

CAIRO

WASHINGTON DC

HEADQUARTERS
Global Development Network
2nd Floor, West Wing, ISID Complex
4, Vasant Kunj Institutional Area
New Delhi-110070, INDIA
T: +91 11 4323 9494 / 2613 9494
F: +91 11 2613 6893

Global Development Network
Building 144/A, 3rd Floor
Smart Village
Cairo-Alex Desert Road
Giza, EGYPT
T: +202 3539 2420
F: +202 3539 2422

Global Development Network
1850 M Street NW
Suite 710
Washington DC 20036-5810, USA
T: +1 202 861 4364
F: +1 202 861 4365

corporate website : www.gdn.int
knowledge services portal : www.gdnet.org

