Researchers
Abdi Yuya Ahmad is a Lecturer at Adama Science and Technology University, Ethiopia
and currently a Postdoctoral student at Aalborg University, Denmark. He has earned his
PhD in innovation economics from Aalborg University, Denmark, and has studied
Masters of Science in Economic Policy Analysis at Addis Ababa University, Faculty of
Business and Economics. His area of research interest includes innovation, firm level
learning and local capability building towards sustainable industrialization in Africa. He
is actively engaged in evaluating the impacts of industrial policies and technology
transfer from FDI in Ethiopia. He has previously worked as a junior lecturer at public
service college of Oromia (currently Oromia State University), researcher at Oromia AntiCorruption Commission and lectures at Arsi University.
Franklin Amuakwa-Mensah, a Ghanaian citizen, is currently employed as a postdoctoral researcher at the Department of Economics, Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences (SLU) in Uppsala. Amuakwa-Mensah received his PhD degree in economics
from SLU. He holds MPhil degree in Economics and BA degree in Economics with
Mathematics, all from the University of Ghana (UG). Prior to joining SLU, Franklin held
various positions at the Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER),
Department of Economics (UG) and Ashesi University College in Ghana. His areas of
research include environmental and natural resource economics, development
economics, agricultural economics, impact evaluation, behavioral and experiment,
energy economics, efficiency analysis, banking institutions analysis, among others.
Amuakwa-Mensah has published his research works in a number of reputable journals.
He has taught various subjects in economics both at undergraduate and graduate
levels. He has also supervised both undergraduate and graduate students.
Laura Nelima Barasa holds a PhD in Economics from the department of Economics and
Business Economics, Radboud University Nijmegen, Netherlands. She holds a master’s
degree from the University of Nairobi, Kenya. Barasa is also a CPA graduate. She is
currently a lecturer at the University of Nairobi’s School of Economics, teaching
Econometrics, Elements of Economics, and Institutional Economics. Barasa’s research
interests revolve around a range of topics including innovation, agriculture, poverty,
and education in low income countries. Barasa has published in leading journals such as
Research Policy. Barasa is also affiliated to the African Economic Research Consortium
(AERC) and Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP). She is also a member of the African
Network for Internationalization of Education (ANIE).
Edgar Francis Cooke is a lecturer in the Business Department at Ashesi University
College in Ghana. He teaches microeconomics, macroeconomics and international trade
and policy to undergraduate students in his institution. His principal research interests
are in the areas of poverty, inequality, economic growth and international trade. He is
also interested in the application of microeconometric and macroeconometric methods
and tools in studying interesting research questions in his areas of interest. Cooke
received his bachelor's and MPhil degrees in economics from University of Ghana, a
masters in international economics, and doctorate from the University of Sussex.

Hamidou Jawara is a final year PhD candidate in Quantitative Economics at the
University of Kiel in Germany. He also holds a teaching position at the University of The
Gambia. Before the start of his doctoral studies, he has taught economics courses such
as introduction to econometrics, principles of micro and macroeconomics, and maths
for Business and Economics to the undergraduate students of the university. Through
his doctoral program, he has developed a strong passion for research in development
economics and applied microeconomics. Consequently, most of his research work now
focuses on microcredit lending, financial inclusion, and food security in developing
countries. Also, he has a keen interest in and passion for program evaluation. Currently,
he has a research project with the Partnership for Economic Policy (PEP) on mobile
money and transaction cost in the Gambia.
Gilles Quentin Kane is a PhD student at the Faculty of Economics and Management of
the University of Yaound-II, Cameroon, under the Collaborative PhD Programme (CPP)
of the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC). He holds an MSc in Agricultural
and Environmental Economics from the University of Yaound-II. He has won several
awards, including the Partnership for Economic Policy PMMA - Microeconomic analysis
Research Grant (PMMA-12880) 2015-2017, African Economic Research Consortium
(AERC) grant for doctoral studies (2012-2017), Scholarship to pursue MPhil studies from
the Inter-University Post-Graduate Program in Economics (NPTCI) from 2008 to 2010,
the British American Tobacco (BAT-CEMAC) Grant for Excellence (2005-2007) and the
Ministry of Higher Education Grant for Excellence (2007). In 2015, he was PhD Research
Intern at the United Nations University UNU-WIDER (Helsinki). He has published in
academic journals such as Review of Development Economics, Economics Bulletin,
Poverty & Public Policy and Journal of Food, Agriculture and Environment. He is
specialized in Agricultural and Development Economics. His research interests include
impact evaluation, agricultural market and price analysis, food and nutrition security,
gender and poverty analysis.
Timothy Kinoti has for the past 10 years been working in evaluation, monitoring and
research, and is currently the Evaluation & Learning Manager at World University Service
of Canada. Having led teams that had local and international members in both the
public and private sectors, records track his leadership in over 28 counties in Kenya and
internationally. His professional journey began back in 2003 when he enrolled for his
Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Nairobi. Fully aware of his career goals, he
later took up professional courses in data, its analysis and management in various
institutions, among them the USAID Global Health E- learning and Karolinska Institute.
Between 2009 and 2016, he boosted his career by learning Advocacy at AMREF Health
Africa and exploring development at the World Bank E-Institute. He later took up a
strategic management course and a myriad of other leadership courses, at various
institutions, among them RTI University, Marketing Society of Kenya and the World
Bank. Kinoti joined the Kenya Institute of Public Policy Research & Analysis (KIPPRA) in
2009 as a research assistant. This marked the advancement of his career and interest in
economic development, public policy and development evaluation, after which he
joined the National Research, Monitoring & Evaluation team at the National
Coordinating Agency for Population & Development (NCAPD), AMREF Health Africa,
Research Triangle Institute (RTI) to his current position. Through his journey, he has
worked as a lead consultant with such institutions as PricewaterhouseCoppers among
other. Kinoti's vision is a world where development work will be informed by rigorous
evidence through contextually appropriate methodologies. He is keen on development
finance subject and how different investment vehicles are used to impact change in
African countries. He is pursuing a PhD in Development Studies with research emphasis
on Development Finance.

Sied Hassen Mohamed (PhD) is Research Fellow at the Environment and Climate
Research Center (ECRC) in the Ethiopian Development Research Institute (EDRI). He leads
the center’s Sustainable Energy Transition research theme. He holds a PhD in Economics
from the University of Gothenburg in 2015. His research works emphasize the application
of microeconometrics and experimental economics to energy and agricultural
economics. Mohamed has published in reputable international journals such as Energy
Economics, Energy and Resource Economics, Energy policy and others.

Soazic Elise Wang Sonne is a fellow in the Innovation, Economics and Governance for
Development (IEGD) PhD Program of the United Nations University (UNU-MERIT) in
Maastricht, the Netherlands. She holds a double engineering degree in Statistics and
Applied Economics (Ingenieur Statisticien Economiste) and MSc in program evaluation
and sustainable development funded by the UK Chevening Cameroon Women
Scholarship. Soazic is a 2018 World Bank Africa fellow and a visiting scholar at the
University of California Berkeley BITSS-CEGA. She also previously served as a research
fellow for the New York University (NYU)-Global TIES for children and the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and has consultancy positions with the United
Nations University-World Institute for Development Economics Research (UNU-WIDER)
and the World Bank Social Protection and Labor division. She was a former intern within
the economics division of the French Ministry of Economy and Finance-Central Africa
region. Sonne’s research interests lie at the intersection of applied impact evaluation on
health, education, agriculture and gender in conflict and post-conflict affected countries
in Sub Saharan Africa. She is interested in understanding the long-term consequences of
violent conflict and forced displacement on household welfare and in identifying which
development interventions work, how and under what conditions. Sonne is a strong
advocate of research transparency and reproducibility in Social Sciences and her work as
a catalyst across the US, Europe, and Africa has been rewarded by the 2017 UC Berkeley
Leamer-Rosenthal Prize in the category of Emerging Researcher.
Muhammed A. Usman is an Ethiopian citizen. He has been working as a Postdoctoral
Researcher Fellow at the Center for Development Research (ZEF), University of Bonn,
where he holds his doctoral degree in Agricultural Sciences. He holds a double Master’s
degree within the Erasmus Munds Programme in Agriculture, Food and Environmental
Policy Analysis (AFEPA). He obtained an MSc in Economics from Swedish University of
Agricultural Sciences and MSc in Food and Resource Economics from the University of
Bonn in 2012. Usman obtained his Bachelor degree in Economics from Hwassa University,
Ethiopia, 2006. Before moving to Sweden for his graduate study, Usman also worked as a
planning officer at the Ethio-telecom company from 2006-2010. Usman’s research
interest lies at the intersection of rural water supply, sanitation, hygiene behaviour and
agriculture, and their implications on health and nutrition outcomes. Usman showed
excellent qualities for advanced work and analytical skills that underpin high-quality
research outputs. He has published his work in various peer-reviewed journals such as
The Journal of Development Studies, Journal of water and Health, and Food Security. He
has strong quantitative and applied microeconometrics skills that can be applied to a
broad range of real world problems.

